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Studies on “Jinenjo Culture”, a Traditional Method, of
Konjak (Amorphophallus konjac)

II. Status of Geographical Distribution and the Cultural Method in
Shikoku and Kyushu, Japan

Toshiro KURODA*, Osamu KINOSHITA* and Hiroshi KURIHARA®

The status of geographical distribution and the method of Jimewjo culture, a
traditional konjak (Amorphophallus kownjac K XKoch) cultivation, were surveyed in
Shikoku and Kyushu, Japan. The Jinenjo fields were found in Tokushima, Ehime,
Kochi, Fukuoka, Saga, Kumamoto and Miyazaki Prefectures. The environmental
conditions of the Jinenjo fields are similar to those of Honshu, in the following
points; geology : Palaeozoic, temperature cool in summer and warm in winter,
soil (plow layer): gravelly, ground featuresiinclined, companion crops:Boussonetia
kajinoki  Sieb., Edgeworthia papyrifera Sieb. et Zucc., Thea sinensis L., Morus
bombycis Koidz., Cryptomeria japonica D.Don and Citrus unshiu Marcov. The density
of konjak stands ranged from 24 to 152 hills/m?, and the maximum LAI was 3.5
among the fields observed. Abundant organic matters were used to protect against
erosion and weeds, and to maintain soil fertility. In some fields in which chemical
fertilizers were applied, the crops damaged due to disease and the corm qualities
declined. Six strains, which had different plant types from Honshu strains, were

collected.
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