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The Mennonite family, either nuclear or extended, was a central institution for
organizing community life and transmitting beliefs. A family functioned as an
economic unit, a migration unit, and was the building block for village and settlement

formation.*
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Subjects such as dating, engagement, and marriage are more popular than singlehood.
Perhaps that is because more people marry than stay single, and perhaps also because
most people want to be married. But it means, unfortunately, that sometimes people
find themselves in situations they never have given much thought to, and just

unfortunately, situations which nobody else has given much thought to either®.
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