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1t [the Thames] had known the ships and the men. They had sailed from Deptford, from Greenwich,
from Erith —the adventurers and the settlers; kings' ships and the ships of men on ’Change;
captains, admirals, the dark “interlopers” of the Eastern trade, and the commissioned “generals” of
East India fleets. Hunters for gold or pursuers of fame, they all had gone out on that stream, bearing
the sword, and often the torch, messengers of the might within the land, bearers of a spark from the
sacred fire. What greatness had not floated on the ebb of that river into the mystery of an unknown
earth! . . . The dreams of men, the seed of commonwealths, the germs of empires. (1 :56)
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Land in a swamp, march through the woods, and in some inland post feel the savagery, the utter
savagery, had closed round him—all that mysterious life of the wilderness that stirs in the forest,
in the jungles, in the hearts of wild men. There’s no initiation either into such mysteries. He has to
live in the midst of the incomprehensible, which is also detestable. And it has a fascination, too, that
goes to work upon him. The fascination of the abomination —you know. Imagine the growing regrets,

the longing to escape, the powerless disgust, the surrender, the hate. (I:59)

ﬁﬁwfﬁﬂﬁéjb%ﬂ«@rﬁﬁL‘%LT%WFM%éwﬁO%ﬁL INL T OERICHE




BECESES RS A - HaRE BB F 2 5 (1998) 319

ENAY—OIDFEDLRPT, 7 NVTET— OYEHSPREBT AL FOTERIALLEETD
D, HOEY)OREETFRTLLDEL STV, 2H LT, ¥—0IDT 7)) I TOFRRHREH
CHGEDTED 27T, Lwhf@TAXMWﬁE®j/ZMKﬁ& CEBERAGNTIT( I LIS

%, ERERKDSE oiok,h_%Fﬁ%’*iﬂ?é L lofﬁU&?ﬂfﬁf@TA

TN, EREnEREE LTOREDa Y DN ED E 37 ﬁtfw<J®f%D,_@%ﬁrF

e ZBOTET ) 2] WRILDTH LY
DL VY OWELYELAOE) FOEHMEN-oTHLLE, TIXHL-HLL

RS AT B Koo', o—<vACko CIERS N E XiCid, XHOKDT L X%

o CHEROEA XY A2 b 75 SN0 LT, RPFTREE BT Y 20L& 1

L&D &2 e s, CHOENT A XN ETD, HoTOL XY A LER, KEOEO

Mo THEERLT Lk b, REOEOER X IZXHOKEBRE S TRANEZ HER
“enlighten” § 5 Z L 2 BT HOTHY, TNIZL-T, /ff“r')XEE'VJ‘%’)’CZ%otJZO S

MoOEIZZOBERLHTAZ EPHRLIITEOTH S, 22T, METAHZL Ll k@ﬁ
&, S A EREESERAL NS, Thbb, BEOFAXNEBHEO T Y TN EEKE [T

%Jé@a LItk oT, %iﬁE@TAxm(@m)tﬁﬁ®2/:m(770ﬁ)t®%®ﬁ

K725 E] PRILLTWAHDTHY, FLZNATOayTMEBLILICE-T, Hltd

mﬂ#%ﬁﬂkm#ﬁﬂ%lﬁ~,i%wti%%kﬁﬁ@ﬁiﬂﬁ“tﬁﬁtfﬁ<®fééo

213, BMoELLE, XHOBERNESHESZROOND,

7 — Uﬁwhé%ﬁ@ﬁAt&éﬂ/ﬂﬂi,Wm* —FEED FOEALFTIENS Z L3k,
HETREED [N & LTlbhb, v—avi, FHoOEDSEL TV EORROZE
B (77U %) 1onTiED, kKAKRo24TiREFMI LIS [ELVABOZRD] T
B, HATL—BEVOKERN (I BdY, FRTBASKTI DN
FHAD I LELT, Oy INAPIBHEEBBHL TV, I TNCOWT, FERD LI
FHHL TS,

But there was in it [the place of darkness, i.e. Africal one river especially, a mighty big river, that
you could see on the map, resembling an immense snake uncoiled, with its head in the sea, its body
at rest curving afar over a vast country, and its tail lost in the depths of the land. And as I looked
at the map of it in a shop-window, it fascinated me as a snake would a bird —a silly little bird.
(1:62-3)
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The conquest of the earth, which mostly means the taking it away from those who have a different
complexion or slightly flatter noses than ourselves, is not a pretty thing when you look into it too
much. What redeems it is the idea only. An idea at the back of it; not a sentimental pretence but an
idea; and an unselfish belief in the idea—something you can set up, and bow down before, and offer
a sacrifice to. . .. (I:60)
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When near the buildings I met a white man, in such an unexpected elegance of get-up that in the
first moment I took him for a sort of vision. I saw a high starched collar, white cuffs, a light alpaca
jacket, snowy trousers, a clean necktie, and varnished boots. No hat. Hair parted, brushed, oiled,
under a green-lined parasol held in a big white hand. He was amazing, and had a pen-holder behind
his ear. (I:81)
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They beguiled the time by backbiting and intriguing against each other in a foolish kind of way.
There was an air of plotting about that station, but nothing came of it, of course. It was an unreal
as everything else —as the philanthropic pretence of the whole concern, as their talk, as their
government, as their show of work. The only real feeling was a desire to get appointed to a trading
~post where ivory was to be had, so that they could earn percentages. They intrigued and slandered

and hated each other only on that account—but as to effectually lifting a little finger—oh no. (I:
94)
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The word ‘ivory’ rang in the air, was whispered, was sighed. You would think they were praying
to it. A taint of imbecile rapacity blew through it all, like a whiff from some corpse. (I: 92)
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We were wanderers on a prehistoric earth, on an earth that wore the aspect of an unknown planet.
We could have fancied ourselves the first of men taking possession of an accursed inheritance, to
be subdued at the cost of profound anguish and of excessive toil. But suddenly, as we struggled
round a bend, there would be glimpse of rush walls, of peaked grass-roofs, a burst clapping, of feet
stamping, of bodies swaying, of eyes rolling, under the droop of heavy and motionless foliage. The
steamer toiled along slowly on the edge of a black and incomprehensible frenzy. The prehistoric
man was cursing us, praying to us, welcoming us —who could tell? We were cut off from the
comprehension of our surroundings we glided past like phantoms, wondering and secretly appalled,

as sane men would be before an enthusiastic outbreak in a madhouse. (II : 116)
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It [the earth] was unearthly, and the men were—No, they were not inhuman. Well, you know, that
was the worst of it— this suspicion of their not being inhuman. It would come slowly to one. They
howled and leaped, and spun, and made horrid faces; but what thrilled you was just the thought of
their humanity —like yours—the thought of your remote kinship with this wild and passionate
uproar. {II:117)
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An appeal to me in this fiendish row —is there? Very well; I hear; I admit, but I have a voice too, and

for good or evil mine is the speech that cannot be silenced. (I : 118)
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Talking with . . .I flung one shoe overboard, and became aware that that was exactly what I had been
looking forward to—a talk with Kurtz. I made the strange discovery that I had never imagined him
as doing, you know, but as discoursing. . . . The man presented himself as a voice. . . . The point
was in his being a gifted creature, and that of all his gifts the one that stood out pre-eminently, that
carried with it a sense of real presence, was his ability to talk, his words—the gift of expression,
the bewildering, the illuminating, the most exalted and the most contemptible, the pulsating stream
of light, or the deceitful flow from the heart of an impenetrable darkness. (11 : 139)
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Oh yes, I heard more than enough. And I was right, too. A voice. He was very little more than a
voice. And I heard — him — it —this voice —other voices—all of them were so little more than voices—

and the memory of that time itself lingers around me. . .. (1 : 141)
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The peroration was magnificent, though difficult to remember, you know. It gave me the notion of
an exotic Immensity ruled by an august Benevolence. It made me tingle with enthusiasm. This was

the unbounded power of eloquence—of words—of burning noble words. (11 : 144)
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.. .it is impossible to convey the life-sensation of any given epoch of one’s existence —that which
makes its truth, its meaning—its subtle and penetrating essence. It is impossible. We live, as we
dream,—alone. ... (I:100)
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I've been telling you what we said —repeating the phrases we pronounced —but what's the good?
They were common everyday words—the familiar, vague sounds exchanged on every waking day
of life. (III : 177)
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— Conrad must here stand convicted of borrowing the arts of the magazine-writer (who has
borrowed his, shall we say, from Kipling and Poe) in order to impose on his readers and on himself,
for thrilled response, a ‘significance’ that is merely an emotional insistence on the presence of what
he can’t produce. The insistence betrays the absence, the willed ‘intensity’ the nullity. He is intent
on making a virtue out of not knowing what he means. The vague and unrealizable, he asserts with

a strained impressiveness, is the profoundly and tremendously significant.®™

LA L, Leavis DWWV HIZHHEDLLT, COFERI -0 IOFEIOAIANVELTAYT Yy
FAEEBHICHD AN DTHAEZ LIEHLITH L, 2ELELIE, TORFHEICL-T, v—
UYDFITEILLL2II 27— a v oREE, FHEWER2FH> TRT LN TELNLT
Hb, ¥—0E, BEOENSEFELDDD, BECRATCELRVWIDOXSEIZL > TERHET
LZELDTERVEYFTHL, LTIDOVLIYTIFN, v—av0<—ay5ileo
TH5b,

ZHLTR—uaYREEELBAMBONCERE S, SEORFICBEREZE L2, 1B
SEEIFEOHCEHOBEKL T A2 L2205 L TE LV, SEOHAONBICH > TEED
N REE, SNEORMEOZFERAEOBEE, THMoR] c—BLTHERLTWA,

TV E8BZADTHE

(MoR) 3T APOLENEYET 5, ~ABRH®ROv—ayicay ITOHFELEHRMNMLT
SN RKBEIZELERTH Y, BT, HEOLOOEHIIT- &S TlErHa-7:, B
WEBRDEAY E T B ZANDOLHEIND,, FLEE, v—0rlIhrbars) LT AHEOE
DAYO%RFE [BE] OAA—VaetoTBY, EBEE, BB CRNMELEDRE &
FREVEITOTHD,Y T LTRBIEBET IO, 2V ICRIE(EbozEBbns
ANOZHTH LD, —NFRBIHECFREROLUETH Y, b)) —NIHETZ VY 2500 [
#1% ] (the Intended) TH 5B, BV TLRBO AOLHOBFERICAD bNL-EkE, Fnioxs
AHv—-ayOxtinl, BMOTRENTHLERbNS,

WO L X, B0 7 VY AENGEAT BRI — 0y OB ORIICEEZBR L (B
HWTEEZ, 0L %k Thr, BEOEMGEZERPICE L wEL LR CRITEKTHY, —
B, WLORYOETODDONEE % 1Lo THRZIZHBASID, BRIEATERL & FEE 2 BU%
EVRBICEFT A ML LTRSS, BRE2A0GEREBRoTT, EROREY [HLOMOEL




326 R [MoR] ERbIR

RarokHic) ki RoHTws,"

She was savage and superb, wild-eyed and magnificent; there was something ominous and stately
in her deliberate progress. And in the hush that had fallen suddenly upon the whole sorrowful land,
the immense wilderness, the colossal body of the fecund and mysterious life seemed to look at her,
pensive, as though it had been looking at the image of its own tenebrous and passionate soul. (r :
166)
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Suddenly she opened her bared arms and threw them up rigid above her head, as though in an
uncontrollable desire to touch the sky, and at the same time the swift shadows darted out on the
earth, swept around on the river, gathering the steamer in a shadowy embrace. A formidable silence
hung over the scene. (III : 166-7)
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The wilderness had patted him on the head, and, behold, it was like a ball—an ivory ball; it had
caressed him, and—1lo!—he had withered; it had taken him, loved him, embraced him, got into his
veins, consumed his flesh, and sealed his soul to its own by the inconceivable ceremonies of some

devilish initiation. He was its spoiled and pampered favourite. (I : 141-2)
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The novel contrasts the savage woman with the Intended, Western civilization with primitive
Africa, the language of the rational mind, of concrete imagery and recognizable forms, with a

mystery at the heart of consciousness beyond expression in words."
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Marlow knows better, for he heard Kurtz’s last words —“The horror! The horror!”—but he chooses
not to dispel the illusion of the woman who wants to believe in Kurtz's greatness and self-sacrifice,
who needs to believe in the illusion that Kurtz continued to try to bring light and morality to

primitive and dark Africa."”
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It is appropriate that Marlow should lie to her, should tell her Kurtz's last words were her name,
for her life is based on hypocrisy, like the European civilization in which she has been nurtured.
Her devotion has transformed the reality of Kurtz into a false ideal, and this self-deception is a

psychological necessity for her."™
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It's queer how out of touch with truth women are. They live in a world of their own, and there had
never been anything like it, and never can be. It is too beautiful altogether. and if they were to set
it up it would go to pieces before the first sunset. Some confounded fact we men have been living
contentedly with ever since the day of creation would start up and knock the whole thing over.
(T1:71)
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And Joseph Conrad, who became a British citizen, and was also drawn by the civilization and
stability of English life, was always aware of the darkness underlying its imperial and urban light,

as Heart of Darkness makes quite clear.®®
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