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A Survey of Public Opinion regarding the Maintenance and
Increase of the Public Function of Forests, Especially,

the Water-Source Conservation

Ryuzo Ocasawara®, Hirakazu Yosmipa* and Masahito Konpo*

Summary

An investigation was conducted on the opinions of forest owners in the upstream area
(Chizu-cho) of the river Sendai in Tottori Prefecture and on the opinions of inhabitants
in the downstream area (Tottori City).

With respect to forest management, the public function of a forest, the improvement
in working activity for the improved maintenance, expansion of the public function of
forests and the bearing of expenses for working activities, there was no great difference
of opinion between people in the upstream area, which shows that they have common
agreement of many aspects.

If proper measures are taken with respect to these problems in the future, not only will
the development of the mountain village area be promoted but also positive results will
be brought to the downstream area, thus new solidarity will be born between the people

in the upstream area and those in the downstream area through the public function of
the forest.
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