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The Market Structure and Pricing Process of Saw Timber of
Locally Produced Broad Leaved Trees ()

In Cases of Siga, Hyogo and Kyoto Prefectures

Fitaro Onxita® and Tetsunosuke Naxavama®

Summary

We surveyed the distribution of the saw timber of broad-leaved trees pro-
duced in Nara, Wakayama, Siga, Kyoto and Hyogo prefectures in order to
clarify the market structure and the price formation in 1982~—1983 year.
The characteristics of the distribution can be summarized as follows :

(1) The national forest is the principal source of high grade logs of hard-
woods supplied.

(2) The hardwood logs are produced by log-producers or chip-producers
supplying logs as a side job.

(3) The large and high grade logs of the fancy wood class produced and
assorted mainly by log-producers are in circulation through the business
organizations of acution market for logs.

(4) The logs below the middle grade in quality are assorted to some extent
roughly into two groups (first group : logs for chip; second group: logs for
sawn timber which are devided into many groups for each spceies) at the
timber yard of cutting site by the log-producers (or by chip-producers supplying
logs as a side job), and the logs for sawn timber are sold to the special
lumbermen in each producing district of hardwoods. They are sawn for
various uses, and the sawn timber are sold to the makers of various prod-
ucts. The assorted logs for chip are either sold to some chip-producers or
carried in by the chip-producer himself for chip-producing when he produced
the logs.

(5) Next the chip-producers assort carefully the logs which they purchased
or produced into two groups (logs for chip and logs for sawn timber) at the
wood yard of their chip-mills in order to raise their gross sales amount, to
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be exact, their business income.

But, in the circumstances, the degree of this assortment is frequently
modified according to the contract with the pulp-manufacturing company to
supply logs for chip.

(6) The logs of Keyaki (Zelkova serrate Maxino) have better wood grain,
wood quality, wood color, etc. than other species, so the logs of Keyaki
are useful for various purposes, although the logs of Keyaki are comparatively
small in quantity. Accordingly the prices of them are generally very high.

Anyway, we think that Keyaki is the most useful of all species in broad-
leaved trees.
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