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A study on the factors that influence the creation of bedfellows between children
with chronic diseases and normal children
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Summary

We studied the influence factors in the relationship between bedfellows especially among children with chronic diseases.
Upon analyzing the results of the questionnaire, we found a total of 240 children ranging from 7 to 15 years old and consisting of
66 with chronic diseases and 174 in good health.

The questionnaire included how the children were raised by their parents and hospitalization history of the children, both of
which might affect the relationship among children.

Balimax’s factor analysis revealed that awareness of their relationship is more contrary and competitive in the grade school
group, 7 to 12, than in middle school, 12 to 15.

Mann Whitmey’s U evaluation revealed that awareness of dependence is significant in the grade school group. The evaluation
also disclosed that awareness in the grade school group is stronger among bedfellows than of those in a normal relationship. The
evaluation was also performed for other aspects, and we have made clear the existence of some factors that would affect these
relationships, 1) a unified upbringing policy of parents produces good friendship among these groups, 2) a hospitalization
experience makes a stronger relationship and 3) a discriminatory upbringing policy of parents against their sick child and healthy
child makes a stronger relationship.

Spearman order correlation analysis revealed that a longer sick term negatively correlate to a competitive relationship.

Consequently, our results suggest that parents should bring up their children in such a way as to avoid overprotectiveness; they

should make equal contact with their children, regardless of whether the children are sick or in good health.



