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The History and Practice of Postgraduate Courses of Upper Secondary Departments
of Private Special Schools in Japan
—from a viewpoint of successful transition of young people with
diasbilities from school to adult and working life—
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Abstruct

Compulsory education of special schools from 6 to 15 years old started in 1956 for the blind and deaf and in 1979 for the
otherwise handicapped in Japan. As many special schools(74% in 1997) have upper secondary departments, most of the disabled
youth who hopes to have further education can now go to upper secondary departments until at least 18 years old. The OECD/
CERI studies on transition from school to adult and working life for young people with disabilities recognised three inter-related
phases of transition process:1) the final years of schooling, 2) further education and vocational preparation and 3)entry into work
and adult life. The role of upper secondary departments, which are regarded as the second phase of transition process, should
be examined from a viewpoint of transition as well as school articulation.

Since “coming of age” can be promoted in four main areas of life:a)personal autonomy and independence, b)productive
activities, c)social interaction,community participation,recreation and leisure activities, d)roles within the family, upper secon-
dary education for young people with disabilities should be created not only as vocational preparation but also as adolescent
education and developmental activities.

Postgraduate courses of upper secondary departments are worthy of note as further education over 1§ years old. Not a few
of upper secondary departments of special schools for the blind and deaf have postgraduate cources, but only a few for the
otherwise handicapped (7 private special schools in 1997). The histry and practice of these 7 postgraduate courses was discribed
in this paper.

+ Department of Scool Education(Special Needs Education), Faculty of Education, Tottori University, 4-101 Minami Koyama-
cho, Tottori, 680-0945 JAPAN.
Keywords: special school for children with disabilities, postgraduate course of upper secondary department, transition, adolescent

education.



