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Abstract

In analyzing intercultural education/pedagogy in Germany, this paper covers the following five points :

1. a consideration of the possible aims of a multicultural society : assimilation; integration; or coexistence based on partnership

and solidarity.

2. a history of critics and development of the pedagogy for foreigners (Ausldnderpiddagogik)

3. two main views of culture : cultural universalism and cultural relativism

4. a consideration of two ways of interpretating the problems involved in a multicultural society : a socio-economic viewpoint
and cultural reductionism.

5. approaches to intercultural education : traditional, ‘educational’ and ‘enlightening’ method and meta-communication method.
Chapter 1 attempts to demonstrate that intercultural education/pedagogy doesn’t try to further a deficit-view towards foreigners,
a step for assimilation-adaptation and a overestimation of cultural identity, which were the characteristics of the pedagogy for
foreigners, but rather is motivated by ‘a desire for cultural contact and variety’ and ‘for conflict-solution’.

Chapter 2 considers ‘the principle of situated validity of norms’ in order to sublate the ambivalence between cultural universalism
and cultural relativism, and ‘enlightened ethnocentrism’ in order to overcome cultural reductionism.

In conclusion, the roles and tasks of intercultural education/pedagogy can be summarized from 3 viewpoints : aims, aspects of
methods and content, and aspects of structures and institutions. For example, in considering the aims of intercultural education/
pedagogy, the first task is to grasp one’s own ethnocentrism and emancipate oneself from it through critical engagement with
one’s culture and others in the differentiated, individualized modern society. Intercultural education/pedagogy, therefore, may
becalled a kind of pedagogy of emancipation. The second task is, for overcoming cultural reductionism, to start from an equality
of values of all cultures with an understanding of cultural similarities and differences and to enlarge the concepts of culture, that
is to say, to think of culture in relation to concrete situations of daily life and not to end in exoticism and folklore. The methods
and contents of intercultural education/pedagogy should be directed not at the specific client-groups, but at all ethnic groups
including Germans, and be oriented to a concept of conflict-solution rather than harmony. Aspects of structures and institutions
of intercultural education/pedagogy consist of an effort to achieve equality of opportunity in education and job-training between
the German and the foreign youth, a tolerance of different ethnic groups, an acceptance of ambiguity in communication, and
cooperation between school and other educational and welfare institutions.



