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The Sentences on Special Education
in the Reports of the first and second United States Education Mission to Japan
—from a Viewpoint of Educational Integration for the Handicapped—

WATANABE Akio
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Attention should be given, at appropriate levels, to
physically handicapped and mentally retarded chil-
dren. Separate classes or schools should be provided
for the blind and deaf and for other seriously hand-
icapped children whose needs can not be met ade-
quately in the regular schools. Attendance should be
governed by the regular compulsory attendance

laws.®
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Courses and special work should be provided in the
regular elementary, middle and higher schools for
physically and mentally handicapped children. Their
attendance at these schools should be governed by the
regular compulsory attendance laws. Special schools
should be provided for the blind and the deaf.

Provision should be made for easy transfer of
pupils from one course to another or from one type of
school to another with the minimum loss or incon-

venience to the pupils.
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Courses in regular schools and some special schools
should be provided to furnish proper education for all
types of physical handicapped children including the
blind, the hard of hearing and the deaf.

Provision should be made in all schools for easy
transfer of pupils from one course to another or from

one type of school to another with the minimum loss

or inconvenience to the pupils.
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The problems do not stop with the need for addi-
tional school buildings and the teacher shortage.
Educational opportunities for physically and men-
tally handicapped children-those thousands of chil-
dren with permanent or remedial defects must have
opportunities to have special education, while at the
same time sharing as far as possible in the regular

school program. Special schools should be provided

only when institutional care is necessary and should

be operated by the board of education.
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ABSTRACT

The Sentences on Special Education
in the Reports of the first and second United States Education Mission to Japan

—from a Viewpoint of Educational Integration for the Handicapped—

WATANABE Akio

In the Report of the United States Education Mission to Japan submitted to the Supreme Commander for the
Allied Powers in 1946 that had a great influence upon the Japanese educational reform after World War II, there
were a few sentences on special education as follows:

Attention should be given, at appropriate levels, to physically handicapped and mentally retarded children.
Separate classes or schools should be provided for the blind and deaf and for other seriously handicapped children
whose needs can not be met adequately in the regular schools. Attendance should be governed by the regular
compulsory attendance laws.

These sentences have been recognized generally as an important factor to establish the compulsory special
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educational system in Japan, such as ‘Centennial History of Special Education in Japan’ published by the Ministry
of Education, Science and Culture in 1978. But I would like to evaluate them from a viewpoint of educational
integration for the handicapped in this paper.

The Report of the second USEM]J in 1950 that was not as influential as the first Report proposed a integrated
system as follows:

Educational opportunities for physically and mentally handicapped children-those thousands of children with
permanent or remedial defects must have opportunities to have special education, while at the same time sharing
as far as possible in the regular school program. Special schools should be provided only when institutional care
is necessary and should be operated by the board of education.

A serious question to arise is whether the first Report actually recommended a separate system. We have recently
found out the draft of the first Report named “Report of Committee Ill of USEM-Administration of Education
in Japan at Elementary and Secondary Levels” in Pearl Wanamaker Papers who was one of the members of the
first and second USEM]. It had noteworthy sentences on special education as follows:

Courses and special work should be provided in the regular elementary, middle and higher schools for physically
and mentally handicapped children. Their attendance at these schools should be governed by the regular compul-
sory attendance laws. Special schools should be provided for the blind and the deaf. /Provision should be made
for easy transfer of pupils from one course to another or from one type of school to another with the minimum
loss or inconvenience to the pupils.

I can conclude that the first Report also had several aspects of educational integration:

(1) it proposed an integral compulsory educational system governed by the regular compulsory attendance laws;
(2) it desinged a single ladder system of six-year elementary level-three-year lower secondary level-three-year
comprehensive upper secondary level, including special education:

(3) and properly speaking, it recognized that an integrated system was desirable and special schools were provided
limitedly.

But an unsolved question is why the word ‘separate’, because of that the first Report has been historically
misunderstood as the recommendation of separate educational system for the disabled, was finally adopted

instead of ‘special’.



