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Interactive Education Programs between Ordinary and the Disabled Children
in Tottori Prefecture
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Also in Japan, the idea of normalization and integration has been extended during International Year of

Disabled Persons(1981) and the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons(1983-1992) . Therefore the recognition

of importance of educational integration Ras been increasing.

About a quarter century ago, in 1969, the Tsujimura Report made a suggestion of educational integration to

the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture (Monbushs) . Monbushd belatedly started interactive education

programs between ordinary and the disabled children in 1979 and resource-room system in 1993.

In this paper, interactive education programs in Tottori Prefecture is analyzed and evaluated. There are nine

special schools in Tottori and they have had three types of programs.

(1} Transactional programs between ordinary and special schools have provided many opportunities not only to

the disabled to participate in educational activities with pupils in ordinary schools but also to children without

disabilities to develop a feeling of friendship with the handicapped.

(2) Community-based interactive education programs have encouraged the neighbourhood of each special

schools to understand a lot more about special education and pupils with disabilities.

(3) Individualized interactive education programs of part-time integration at ordinary schools in residential

districts were experimentally started at the two special schools in 1987.

Though Japanese compulsory education has the residential district system that all ordinary children in the same
residential district must go to the same public elementary or junior high school, most special schools in Japan
locates far from ordinary schools and pupils come from wide districts. Japanese special education is regarded as
a segregative system in a general sense, so that educational integration at residential ordinary schools is more

important in Japan.




