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Educational Practices in Special Education and Enforcement Aof the new Laws concerning the Standard
for the Organization of Classes and for the Fixed Number of Educational Personnel
—The Case of Tottori Prefecture (Japan) in the School Year 1991—
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Abstract

The standard for the organization of classes and for the fixed number of educational personnel in public schools
is determined by laws in Japan. According to the new laws which have been put enacted completely since 1991,
the proposed standard number of children per class is 40 in ordinary classes at the compulsoly education level.
In special education, particular consideration should be given not only to organizing small classes but also to
allocating many teachers and ancillaly personnel; 10 in speciai classes of ordinary schools, 7 in primary or lower
secondary section classes (9 in upper secondary section classes) of ‘special schools and 3 in classes (including
visiting-education classes) catering for the multiply-or severely-handicapped. But in many prefectures the new
standard has not been achieved yet.
The case of Tottori Prefecture is reported in this paper on the basis of statistics.
(1) The new standard for the organization of classes is achieved except in upper secondary section classes and
visiting-education classes.
(2) But the new standard for the fixed number of educational personnel has not yet been achieved and the total
number of allocated personnel in 1991 is little more than the level of the old laws which were modified in 1980.
(3) These poor provisions make it impossible to develop educational practices in special classes and schools

sufficiently flexible and appropriate for the special educational needs of disabled children.




