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She was setting out on a visit to her daughter Claire in London, just like any
mother, except that her daughter was different: she’d lost her faith, and she mixed
with queer people and wrote poems. If it was stories one could detect the sin in

them, but these poems made no sense at all and therefore seemed more wicked?
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Her mother had no notion of how lonely it was to read manuscripts all day, and
write a poem once in a while, when one became consumed with memory or an idea,
and then to constantly go out, seeking people, hoping that one of them might fit,

might know the shorthand of her, body and soul!®
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She undressed, she told herself that her four fingers had healed, that her mother’s
big toe was now like any other person’s big toe, that her father drank tea and held
his temper, and that one day she would meet a man whom she loved and did not

frighten away. But it was brandy optimism.w
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At the barrier they kissed, their damp cheelgs touched and stayed for a second like
that, each registering the other’s sorrow. ‘I’ll write to you, I’1l write oftener,
Claire said, and for a few minutes she stood there waving, weeping, not aware
that the visit was over and that she could go back to her own life now, such as

it was.(e)
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Sitting there I both wanted to be in our house and to be back in my grandmother’s
missing my mother. It was as if | could taste my pain better away from her,
the excruciating pain that told me how much I loved her. I thought how much I
needed to be without her so that I could think of her, dwell on her, and fashion

her into the perfect person that she clearly was not.®
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...there is, there must be, in every man and every woman the desire, the deep
primeval desire to go back to the womb. Now physically and technically really,...
a man partly and symbolically achieves this when he goes into a woman. He goes
in and becomes sunken and lost in her. A woman never, ever approaches that

kind of security.(g)
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She curled up, accommodating her body to fit into the hollow of his. She thought
how nice if women could become the ribs they once were, before God created

Eve. How gentle, how calm, how unheated, how dignified, to be simply a rib! a
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Now suddenly she saw that woman in a different light. A self-appointed martyr.

A black-mailer. Stitching the cord back on. Smothering her one child in loath-

some, sponge-soft, pamper love ™ (4 %) v 71K&E)
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Oh to be loved by him. Incest raising its little tonsured head. It must be the

nearest thing to birth, to couple with one’s own, to reunite.!?
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W DD, THEHER, BT 5282~ FOREL VW IBEITETHELML 3, + 754
Ty A—HLUTRODDOT T EBELE, EL OO, ZOEGIIEVTLEREA
ZWEFIRTWEDTH 3,
LALMEDBFHINEZ L, 4754 LV DBOMBEFENTH A0 L, BE—HLT
EEDFELSMELZEAL TV VW IETH S, 2L T%0OME L O—FBILADREEDHE
LA T4y OREADERBEEI W2 h o TVAZ L 2RBTIIHLETCELDLITH L, 47
TAZ LS THOBMNDOLE L BHEZ 20 EOHBHMAEOTHY, 2212k DORD ZEDH
WHFES 50 EOEOBELP UDOEBOELRD TOHE T2 o ThLBnAE2S, Lo
UBHIRAOBYRIZT L TEEENZ 2V DTHY, Z0RdA 754 LY DEORITMEN % b
DELLEZLRZBV, AT TA LY O SEXEAEOBRBIZURNIIESTHEbRTL 3
EWMOAE, 29 LAREMS TR/ EMITOEL5ILEL L5450, A 754 Y DBEOARI
THLZLL2LHEFEENEL, HELEGTOTSNTVEDTH 2,
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An Essay on Edna O’Brien (1)

—— A Longing for the Mother

Edna O’Brien reveals an ambivalent feeling toward her own country in Mother I[reland, which
starts like this: “Countries are either mothers or fathers, and engender the emotional bristle se-
cretly reserved for either sire’ As the word ‘emotional bristle’ suggests, Ireland is deeply rooted
in O’Brien, continually obsessing her. She is unable to keep aloof emotionally from the place which
gave birth to her and brought her up.

The same thing could be said about O’Brien’s attitude toward her mother. The love- hate rela-
tionship between a mother and a daughter can be seen in most of her works. Kate, who lost her
mother in an accident at the age of fourteen, searches for the image of her mother even though she
loathes and fears her mother’s possessive and suffocating love. In a sense, Kate seeks men to fill
a void left by her mother’s death. Kate expects men to love and protect her from the outside world
just as her mother did.

‘Cords, one of O’Brien’s short stories collected in The Love Object, depicts the intense con-
flicts between the daughter Claire and her elderly mother. Claire lives alone in London like a Bo-
hemian resenting the religiousness, narrowness, and exclusiveness of her mother and the country she
represents. Still, at the bottom of her heart, Claire eagerly seeks after her mother’s love. The
title “Cords” itself implies the bond of blood as in ‘an umbilical cord,” thus suggesting the strong
attachment of Claire to her mother. In Johnny I Hardly Knew You, the heroine Nora shows con-

tradictory feelings toward her mother. She also holds an ardent desire to be united with her own

son,

Most of the heroines in O’Brien’s novels have a keen desire for love. They suffer from an un-
bearable solitude and seek men who will hold them body and soul. They dream of being in men’s
arms just like an infant nestling in its mother’s bosom. Behind this aspiration lies O’ Brien’s
‘Jonah comlex,” a desire to go back into the womb of one’s mother. The serene and peaceful world
inside the mother is the ideal land O’ Brien has been pursuing. This paper discusses Edna O’Brien’s

longing for the mother which underlies various kind of love that appear in her works.



