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Structure and function of chaperonins, molecular assistants of protein folding
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Abstract: Proteins in the cell are routinely exposed to various conditions that promote unfolding and irreversible
aggregation. Chaperonins act to prevent protein denaturation and aggregation by sequestering aggregation-prone
protein molecules and encouraging recovery. Chaperonin function is supported by various static and dynamic
characteristics of its unique structure. This article summarizes some of our results regarding the structural
characteristics that support the function of the Escherichia coli chaperonin GroE.

Keywords: Protein folding, Stress response, Molecular chaperones, Chaperonins

1. EL&HIC KIGED Y ¥ ~a =% 7378 GroE [H\F)7es
y ol =X R U CENINTEVNCHIZE S LT
W5, GroEL I3 AvIN 2 FBEED & L /7 AT & 0 #k
SN, 5 FEHKI 57, 000 D GroEL & 277 B8 14 55 F,
Y FE#910, 000 D GroES % > /378N T 1AL,
At 21 BIEROEEEREIRT 5 3] (1), EacEs
T GroEL 137 BERD ) o MRS ZIERR L, 20V v
TREHREDHIIRAETHT 14 &EEHRT 5,
GroES |%7 BER Y » 7HiE L U CHEARITH AT 5,

L Sy B TRk 2 23 PR RERE A T B,
IELVNHRESEDER SN TS (T4 T 7 &
ITND) T EDERERBUARAIR Th 5, BREEERIC
K0 DX T EORIENEAL, b LI3Kbind (&
P9 %) LZDH R BOBREL RN, SR 2
R OB IO AEAFED S DEED T, AN
X2 DX S 7ok LT BEOFRBUSENM AL, Mllazsr
HZEHEHM LT Xm0 ) DK LR
JEIMFET D (1],

ST Ay, MR R LRIZS B ENTBRT
B R EOREEDORE, 2 o3I BORE, & LG
\ZH LRI DRAEIR &, 2 LR BB D b
LW LEEDa L hr—/UIET 5, i v m s
O THI v _Xa=r EREHEIND & L 78, AL,
DA LU CHEA AT 2R D H 5 & L3 B EHER
LR I DI 5 Z & RSO PR AR
To HESTC, U m = OFERIIEMIRNICRIT 5 4
XY BRI E DHERF &N D VAT KA MRS 2
CREEE R LEE LD D 2],

GroES;

GroEL,

GroEL,

B 1. GroE O fft#iE [3], GroEL [ KA A &7~3 3
B R, % &) TFRIH, GroES (Iv 7 U THRRS
2. KBRS v~O0=2 Grok NTND, KD H L3y SRS R 1T
MOLMOL CfEsk L7= [4],

29



30

TERANZE < WHEEE : X X0 BOT7 3 —NT 4 T EH T 5V v u = O L) X

11Z7R L72 GroEL14 #AR0 b R 1328 2 o3
7R GroES ZAEG T DEMI 1 IETT S ET 5.
GroEL (377 /5 —= VU (ATP) ZfEAL, 2
NN RS DIEEE &> TOD DS, BIURZENZ LIS,
ATP %At LTV Vau GroEL [JZ5MEZ L/ BT &, ATP
ZEA L= GroEL 1 X GroES STt A9 o %
9 [5)

2. GroES V7= h®D K AA A [3], 77 ; 18
ERAALY, fkHREIRAL Y, F I RERAL L, £
THIOREEDS ATP Z4EA LTV V20 GroEL DORSIETC, ATP
DFERITLEN, 7 2= hOEIIAAOREE~E 2 b
T 5,

ATP DAEATIER U TS /37 & GroES 124195
BREZE 0 B2 % GroEL DY 7' = MEEIL 3
DIRAAL 2| LRI OREEHANZ K D Rk S (¥
2), JRERAAY (X2, %) (XGroEL D7 8BERY 7
FERNEATHERCTHY, 14 BAEEOPR GRE)
\NET D (X 1 BIR), ATP OFES « MUKGRETALE
HRB RAA VNI ET %, GroEL DIE ERAA L (K
2, 78 1% GroEL14 SEKDWH 8 HIMEH L /378 -
GroES fEAHMI AR L TE Y, ATP OFEAIREEIZIR T
TENEH LR ERGroES & DFES Z Y0 R 2 HEE %
EHEHY LTS, ZO2{HD RAA L OICHEEND
JECHE FAA Y (12, #) IMEEL, JRERAA
LTH E RAL ORI CIERAARET 25EZH->T0D
(6]

GroE HWANES L3 B % 38% L, GroES & & bICHE
OREEPNERICEY AT e CORIEIRRE 3 1R LT,
BRAPEOD N L A TR ST AR & L NS ]
& GroEL [3ZDBUKEMIZTA L N A A U CREsk L, #E6
T5, WIS, WY T EEREE LIl GroELT B
BRIZ ATP M5BT 5 & GroEL [ I AHURZ S b Ak

Z L, GroES &fad DiE~ 25, ZDEE,
FATREA L QW2 E X L7 T GroEL D U > 7'
REPTHFESN, ZOHINSE D L 912 GroES HEE
L TH7B/WIRD GroEL « # > 7378 « GroES 3 & E
RETERCT

TN TE

X 3. GroE OLUiA B =R L~ R 2], ZDX
“ClE GroEL WY L7 EREE L, GroES & & HiZ
T 7R RO AN LTI 1 OFR, WSk
T £ CORIGEFRE T,

Z DEANIT GroEL 73 ATP % ADP (ZHI/KSiES % %
TLZETHY (1 OMFEE), D% GroEL Db 5 —J57
DY TNTEWZ R ER ATP PG T 2524 T
GroES 7ML, Z L CRACIAD BT ¥ L7 EHRR
BRI D, GroE 1220 & 9 12254 LR R
A LW 2 SOEBR TR IV KL, =Dk
IR DIRNE Sy - LoV THA D,

Foxld, KIBENIZIT 54 737 BOREE & HHEHE
FAIKEBI5T % GroE OBfiEA 1 =X 5% J 0 35
\THMRES D 2 LN LRI DT VT o T O
AT 2 BIRIC D73 B E B 2, Bk 7RI TR
LT GroE Zf#T Ligti ) T\ 5, T, GroEL D=
— 7 leRe L OV T =y N OMEE L ORBRAE I 5>
(24572012, GroEL Ok 728 BRZ IV T+ A
= A LD AT TE T,

3. GroEL 7=y b FA A UEHEEE L 16k - FRE
RAL Y - thit KA A UiE L DO%E

GroEL 7= MI 3 {EDOHER KA A AL VI
FREINTNDD, ZNEND AL TR (BE2Y)
& FE TV DRI AL CEE SHU T Y, GroE Ot
fiRHTZ L5 & GroEL (3 ATP O ENVKIIRIIE U T
b DA IEIC R A ORMEE LS TS,

GroE OHEREFEHITIT GroEL WNEMEX X7 BERe
GroES L D00 &) A F X v 7 I L S HMEN
BHDZEPHEESNIZDOT, FoxlIHFHT B AL v Zdks



5K E R F B T o

THe U UEBOESMIER L, b UOBhE I
2 RIFT 8D IBn R ROEA & F O 21T
T&ET,

4. Cys138 D&, [Xi% GroEL 7=+ h® ATP %
e LCUVRUWRET, PR’ CysI38 KT,

-

00

75

50 |

Refolding Yield (%)

o

=3
=3

Refolding Yield (%)_

25

Time (min)

X 5. GroEL CI38W ZBYKIX 37°CTH LRI EDT7 +
—IVT 4 T T B3 25°C TR T E 2y CUEk
[71&0), BKFE Y A—RY il A Y AF7—F (TIM)
DT F—IVT 4 VTGRS B v ~Xa = OE,
TIM (X BRAN TS 2 BIE S E2Re 2R o0 (K
1'@), GroE 2MAET D& ZHUTHEAL, 7+—VT+4
I MEIET A, IFEFAERID GroEL ZEIN L7-FURT,
A GroEL C138W ZIRINL7ZKCTH D, AT, K
JENREEIZ Z D TIM DERESEARKE <L LT 5,

GroEL O CysI38 (I 7= MIBWTIRE K AA

FHI % 8 0F 58 W & 415

VEHI RAL VEERET D e Y 1 EAICHAEL,
GroEL Oy FRIEZEH LTS (K4), 2O ATA
VEERAE LD BHOREZ N R Y 7 R 7 7 USRI ER L
7-ZEBYA (GroEL CI38W ZERAA) 13, REGE ez &Iz
37°CTIFEPAER & [R] UHEREZ 81 L7223, 25°CClietE
B IRIEDT F—IVT 4 T AT D 2 IR TE AR
Dotz 71 (X5, A),

GroEL C138W [ZEA L= FY 7 b7 7 LFHDYE Y
DB IS O R DRI L, A by
TR 7o —HORTEEE 2 VT ATP OFREEITHED
GroEL C138W D#h 2B L7-, 3% &, 37°C T GroEL
CI38W (IR &2 7N A A3, 25CTIEZ D
EEHEE LIRS [7] (X 6), ATP OfEAITfE
VY, GroEL DFRE R AA V EHF RAA AT e 1 %
HUNZZDORCEZ LS50, 25CTIE R 7 R 7 7
Y OSAFEEIZ 0 Z OZMEHIRCHIFR STV,
ZOFERFER LY Cys138 UTfHEO TN E O EE:
DRI,

0.2

37°C

o ,fw»;v«ﬂ»‘mrW"*'-“ff-ir“t‘".*“’ﬂ"‘*""
[

0.1

0.05 |
Il
0

-0.05

Relative Fluorescence Intensity

0 50 100 150 200
Time (ms)

X 6. ATP OFMNAES GroEL CI38W D R Y F R 7 7
ke VN GGk [7140), ARy T b -
T a—aTIC L 0 ATP WRINE#R DY 7 VI kA
B U7, SR T ORI U VL DES
UVBIKE S B72p 2 LABIRILT,

4. GroEL 4 J1=w b0 FA A URGEECHEE - thi
FAL Y -TEE FAL URIE VS DORE]

GroEL DIA R AA v EHIE] RAA ATY T 2= |k
HEEIZRBNTE 22 LN S BIOERNC L Vi ST
W5 ([X7), Frex X2 DN SN ASEE A EA T X

2R NI T N7 7 FREAEATH T & T CI38W Z5H
ERIC & 9 2B 2759 GroEL ZERAMERR T& 720

31



32

WA« WS « Z NV EDT =T 4 T il 5 v v N m = o OfE L)

ny, FERA IR,
b Y2 ONERTIEY ) S U 3 S ENTERY
(Gly374, Gly375,Gly192), Z O¥iidE e CHHEN
BN EAMER SN, ZD3 WEIOT I R AT
NENNY T N7 7 UFRHICER LTZ, Gly374—Tip 2
F L Gly375—Tip ZRIZHOWTCIFEFAF L 2 R UHE

7. Glyl92 OfziE (i), GroEL O ATP
EfEG LIORRBA £ T,

EEREE (%)

WT G192W G374W G375W Spont
GroEL ZEEf{F

X 8. b 2 ¥MATEA S GroEL & e Z oo
TEDT A—NT 4 7Tt Ok [8]1& V), SFBRIZIE
sk —F = XEHH L, B—F =AW
REEN DI ER R T DAV E TR TR L, UG
HIZHSIN L7= GroE ZEBYADRIEA R g™, 7238,
WT [ 2845 GroEL Z¥RMN L7=5Uc, Spont (3 GroE %7
FIROEFARIEHERISOFER, X5 D TIM Or& & 1%
20, m—F =— X FHMCERZNERIE) DEIE S
DREINTZ LL, GroE DAfiBhZ B &3 255 L "B T
Hb,

R ERAEDG LN, GlylR2 2 R 7 77 iz
B LI, 2 TBEDT 3 —IVT o T RARR
DRENDKIRART LT=BE A MG D [8] (X8),

& 0 FEM7R IR AT S TR, GroEL G192W 2854 3.
ATP H¥EE L CUVRU RRE T GroES & R Asad
DB A d 2 LAV L7-, GroEL G192W A AT &
YT MY TN T UBRIAR N UTSRER ATP AT
DEEICY T 2=y " Ta w7 ) Snthde Lt b &
7257 8] (K9),

X 9. GroELG192W ZEADE s E (LK ;
SCHR [8]1L V). K AT X ATP %5 £ 720> GroEL
GIN2W B 7N OEFIMERETE L D 7514 Lo bk
OIA A=Y 7 ) 7 LD, KO [FE LEE
LA BRI DDA A=V T T LIz
DT D, ATP BEINEI TR H A3 57 K~O
DA A—ClE GroES #HfiE &9 A HEE 2TV Y GroEL
FEIRAERCTE D (X1 BR),

GroEL %7 2= FD2 EFDt AL NENALR
B AEAT 2 2 b0 2 FEOWYEZ1E L C, GroE D
BERERBUCITT 7 2=y NROBIZRDHE ), FRHC
b UEHRILE LT RAL AV T —a o2l
NEDOTEETHD Z LGNz, &
KT, ZO2HFTOE L GroE OREREA 71 =X
AZBWTRRZE 2RO & 3 hbbe v 21%
TS H L 7R RO GroES & DFEEI TR HTE E KA A
L OREEZAT) ) X DT OICEET, B 13k
Y72 GroEL 7 2= FOR§EZ L GroEL ¥7' =
= MNEOBHELZHETH D Z ERHLMNE o7,

5. R 2\ BEH LiAdH S ERERERDIRE & Grok
OOHRE



F 1. GroEL O C A7 < / Wlidd ik & C R X/ B iR B SdA CUik [9]1L9)

EL-WT
EL-dC541
EL-dC531
EL-dC525
EL-NE
EL-HB
EL-SC
EL-SH

-+ TTECMVTDLPKNDAADLGAAGGMGCGMGGMGGMM —548
-+ TTECMVTDLPKNDAADLGAAGGMGCM —541

-+ TTECMVTDLPKNDAAD —531

- TTECMVTDLP -525

- TTECMVTDLPGGGAAGL GAAGGMGGMGGMGGMM —548
- TTECMVTDLPIGIAATL GAAGGMGGMGGMGGMM —548
- TTECMVTDLPNKADDAL GAAGGMGGMGGMGGMM —548
- TTECMVTDLPRQEGGEL GAAGGMGGMGGMGGMM —548

AMARD X 512, GroEL « GroES 25ERS 50 7/
PACIASD BIVTE 2 737 B 5511, GroEL 73 ATP % ADP
KRS ETORLZE 1 ORI, B DiRES
NIRAE CREEDRIEA RS (M3, fvi), 2MEx v
I EHRATIAD D GroE 7 7B/ OWNEZIZZ 4 2
T AT XA <AFHEL, GroE 1 7
NVOPIEA 2 0 BUKIEOEN BB Th 5 LHEE ST
W5, LIRTOWFIEZIWT, ZOBUKEREEZ I 0 Bk
P2 L & EDERR, GroE 1 7/ WNOZRE (e
WIKTE) a2 SELEREZEAT D L GroE OREREN
72N D FREER S STV D [10], Fex b ET,
GroE 1 72 /LVONERIZE L 7= GroEL ORFESNIZR L,
FOREN R RIET DT OITERAEAL, FOREZH

~7

GroES;

GroEL,

GroEL,

X 10. GroE OIS (FrmiX) [9], X1 Offi&E4dm
BI0izL, PEOREEE rIdHE LTz, REOATRLTE
HAZIZ GroEL 0 C Ak & FA TN D,

GroEL 7R U ~7F RO C AT GroEL 7=
= FNTITTRE R AA ONEIFS L, F1Z C K
BR31% GroEL ORI CTh 7o T o
INTFET S (K10, M), ZOFNIOT X RS
1% [GGMJ &\9 3 7 2 BRFRIEOEH A 4 (Al ) 3 L
T L QDD REBR RS S D (31D, X i
HEERRATI 5\ VT UL GroEL 0 2 0> C A LA e oM
GRS D EMNTET, BMS I EEACIADD
T TRV Z OHRLS ED L DN HD) e e
B HER T AUEZ R T, 22T, BxlTZORH%
B2 7 X ) FEes | & Bl L, 7 S BRI
GroEL D) | JIF TR A TS Z & CZ OB
e IEE D B E Ai_ H Z L2 LT,

S FHEMEZ LY GroEL D CAIRT X/ Fliis | 2Bk
LCWE, 58072 IGGM] Bd8% ©72720 Y GroEL ™
JEFA % £9° 3 fllH (EL-dC541, EL-dC531, EL-dC525)
TERR L7z (R 1), ZOEEUROME i~ b 25,

[GGM | BEEHI DD L EFICIFEET 2B OB,

[KNDAAD] &9 B 2 HIFRT % & GroEL Ok
REDNVEIIH b D Z ERH G E 757 (X 11) [9],

Z DR RESI XA B A 0T ART X UEE (D) 732
H, EEmEHOU UL K 231 EEEn, I
(BUKBIMEE O WY B T o 72, Z ORIz
BIFOENE v Ofd% [GGGAAG] (EL-NE ZEFYA) <
BKPEDOTR S [TGIAAL (EL-HB ZE54A) | ZiE L
T ERRIIRIGEDOAEET 2 X2 D Z LN TE R T

FE1BXOX12, /£), LinL [KNDAAD) E5|%A
~IER T AR (EL-SC 254K ; NKADDA) <2, [FHK

33



34

TERANZE < WHEE : X XV BEDOT7 3 —NT 4 T aT 5V v u = O Ll X

"y
L]
=]

100 |

=]
=]
T

Relative Refolding Yield (%)
Y (=]
(=] (=]
.

L4
(=]
T

=]

'
Malate Alpha
dehydrogenase  glucosidase

1. C-R¥E7T 2/ EEENEIZH IR L7- GroEL Z854AD
T A —IVT 4 7 RIBRETTEHIE CCEk [91L V), 4 FERE
DB INTEDT 3 —NT 4 > T is% T GroEL
E R FURDNEIEDIEHE 2T 57y FHli L7, X

M00%, & 13845 GroEL TH-E FD T +—IVF 4 7
BOSOTE AR A5, AERIZ OV T, [Spontaneous )
DEX W K& WY 7 UEE GroEL [ 3FEMANT 7 +—
VT 4 TR L QD ST B,

EL-SC
EL-WT  EL-SH

EL-NE
EL-HB

EL-WT

12. 78 GroEL ZZFADBERE A F I~ 5 72D DR

BEFER Uik [9]1L ). GroEL & GroES I NG DA
BICHHEDH LR ETH Y, T OMRENL DD LER
T&EAR, ZITC, B GroEL B b v (T8 R
RO L2 RS, RGEOAEB O 281815 2
L TEOERARDHNEN CHEET 20 S0 27§25 2
LINTE D, EDEEET L — Tld ELNE ZHE4K L
EL-HB ZR{K% L OKIGHEIL 37CTIEE AL EBF T
9, /5O7 L — hCTlL EL-SC Z8¥4A L EL-SH ¥ (A% ¢,
ORAGEEFEF AT (BL-WT) GroEL % O KIGE & I1FZE
FFEEAE TS 2 L AWERTE T,

DFEMZ ©OT 2 FRECHIIN & L T2 8 (EL-SH 48
HYK; RQEGGE) I1IKGHEDOAEE X A5 N TET-
(X12, &) [9 K11, K12 OFEERFER LY, GroEL

O C K7 X /RS EE [KNDAAD] (%, Z0OfE
D 2T v a = ORSRBICEE TH D L EZ D
iz, I CE R E Ho7 2 B A RdE T 5 2
LT, AT RNOER EBMS X8 L ORI AHA
TERDBED I, & o B MG % [ 35 7o O
HIBREEAE 5 &b d,

6. &I

Ty Sn = UA3REL - EREITDTIEE A EDEDIC
BOWTEEMICAAEL, HlROAEBICNE R EE X
O HZ L NTE T D, TOMEIIE OO TEMET,
GroEL * GroES + ATP HMEUTEHE L7273 HEEFE D
JOA T = ALEFATL, BVELIZH VX IEDT 4 —)v
T4 7 a5, GroEL X° GroES O/ etidic
Flx R RAAENL, O RONF AR M
2 FERTEIT GroE OSUCHEIZRE 2Rk % 7o BIRZR
B ZA DT 2 Z EIZE L T 7, 4141% GroE
DI LHSRE & ORITNE ST Dl 72 BIfR % B
#3572, GroE ORFFEEFEMITINAT ),

SETR

[1]. Ellis, R. J. & van der Vies, S. M. (1991) Molecular
chaperones, Annual Review of Biochemistry. 60, 321-347.

[2]. Fenton, W. A. & Horwich, A. L. (2003)
Chaperonin-mediated protein folding: fate of substrate
polypeptide, Quarterly Reviews of Biophysics. 36,229-256.

[3]. Xu, Z., Horwich, A. L. & Sigler, P. B. (1997) The crystal
structure of the asymmetric GroEL-GroES-(ADP)7 chaperonin
complex, Nature. 388, 741-750.

[4]. Koradi, R, Billeter, M. & Wauthrich, K. (1996)
MOLMOL: a program for display and analysis of
macromolecular structures, J Mol Graph. 14, 51-55,29-32.

[5]. Jackson, G S., Staniforth, R. A., Halsall, D. J., Atkinson,
T., Holbrook, J. J., Clarke, A. R. & Burston, S. G (1993)
Binding and hydrolysis of nucleotides in the chaperonin
catalytic cycle: implications for the mechanism of assisted
protein folding, Biochemistry. 32,2554-2563.

[6]. Kawata, Y., Kawagoe, M., Hongo, K., Miyazaki, T.,



Higurashi, T., Mizobata, T. & Nagai, J. (1999) Functional
communications between the apical and equatorial domains of
GroEL through the intermediate domain, Biochemistry. 38,
15731-15740.

[7]. Miyazaki, T., Yoshimi, T, Furutsu, Y., Hongo, K,
Mizobata, T., Kanemori M. & Kawata, Y. (2002)
GroEL-substrate-GroES ternary complexes are an important
transient intermediate of the chaperonin cycle, J Biol Chem. 277,
50621-50628.

[8]. Machida, K., Fujiwara, R., Tanaka, T., Sakane, 1., Hongo,
K., Mizobata, T. & Kawata, Y. (2009) Gly192 at hinge 2 site in
the chaperonin GroEL plays a pivotal role in the dynamic apical
domain movement that leads to GroES binding and efficient
encapsulation of substrate proteins, Biochim Biophys Acta.
1794,1344-1354.

[9]. Machida, K., Kono-Okada, A., Hongo, K., Mizobata, T.
& Kawata, Y. (2008) Hydrophilic residues 526 KNDAAD 531
in the flexible C-terminal region of the chaperonin GroEL are
critical for substrate protein folding within the central cavity, J
Biol Chem. 283, 6886-6896.

[10]. Tang,Y.C., Chang, H. C.,Roeben, A., Wischnewski, D.,
Wischnewski, N., Kemer, M. J., Hartl, F. U. & Hayer-Hartl, M.
(2006) Structural features of the GroEL-GroES nano-cage
required for rapid folding of encapsulated protein, Cell. 125,
903-914.

(P g2 2810H22RH)

35



