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Abstract: In the history of Japanese national planning, one of the key components has been regional development policy to stimulate

local and regional economy to achieve a balanced national growth pattern. This paper focuses on Strategic City Regional Policy of

1992 as one of the most comprehensive attempts on the purpose. 85 regions designated in the policy are analyzed to find out how

each region consists of central cities and surrounding municipalities, applying principal component analysis with the extensive data.

Since each region has its own unique characteristic in the urban structure, the uniform policy should not be implemented and would

not be effective to achieve the goals.
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