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SUMMARY

A History of the Czech Court Culture in the Habsburg Monarchy
- Aspects of the“Court-Chapel” in the Baroque Era of the 17th Century -

In this paper, I intend to reconsider aspects of the musical Baroque in the Czech country which was one of the so-called
European small, peripheral countries in the Habsburg Monarchy, and to clarify the value of Czech Baroque music in the
European musical culture as a whole.

In Czech Baroque music, the “Chapel” of the Kromé&fiZ castle in Moravia, especially during the reign of the prince
bishop, Karl Liechtenstein-Kastelkorn, in the 2nd half of the 17th century, was the most important institution. There the
secular instrumental music (above all, trumpet music) had the remarkable and original development under the leadership
of the Czech composer Pavel Josef Vejvanovsky, the head of this “Chapel”, with the influence of German and Italian
music (especially the Venetian School) of those days, and that of Bohemian and Moravian folklore.

The musical culture in Krométiz castle is a legacy of Czech composers and musicians who were able to stay in the
domestic country, during the era of impoverished conditions after the war of 1620. It is remarkably noted with its high-
level artistic quality, being perfectly able to compete on its own merits with European culture, by the uses or
combinations of the surprisingly manifold instruments and by the big orchestral formation, as early as in those days.

On the other hand, Czech Baroque music, with its folkloristic aspects, played an important part as a fundamental and
preparatory step toward the “Nationalism”music in the 19th century, and besides in holding the key to the solution of such
questions as the formations of the symphony style or the orchestra, which had not been ascertained yet, that is, as the
organization of the “Mannheim School” which had contributed to the development of the Pre-classical symphony, or the
origin of the Viennese Classical style.

From these points of view, some special features of Czech Baroque music, and above all, its contributions to European

musical development are discussed.

(20094:10 6 H=2fF, 20094-1019H 5 #)
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