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Development of Knowledge Network and Internationalization of Local City Areas
—A Case Study in Tottori City Area—
by
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Department of Social Systems Engineering
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This paper discusses regional consequences of the globalization of resource,
knowledge and human networks and regional policy for the internationalization of
local areas. We point out that the “internationalization of local areas” is the process
in which local networks are interconnected with overseas networks, sometimes are
integrated as part of the global network, and that this process goes to seek the
network (scale) economy in getting knowledge and information in the global markets.

The interconnection of different networks often brings about various kinds of
conflicts among networks. Local areas should be equipped with the means not only to
catalyze the global extension of local networks but to resolve the conflicts. We assess
the potential ability of the global extension of local activities in Tottori area and the
regional policy for the internationalization of the area.

Key words : Internationalizotion, Kowledge network.
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