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Agricultural policy under Agricultural Land Law played the role of modemization and
democratization in rural areas. But it could not narrow the income gap between agriculture and
other business and cope with the changes of pattern of food consumption. Therefore,
Agricultural Basic Law was enacted to promote the selective expansion of agricultural
production in line with changing demand and reduce the gap in productivity between agricufture
and other business. After that, agricultural policy under it had continued crossing in about 40
years. In the meantime problems in agriculture and rural areas were caused unexpectedly by
rapid changes in economic and social conditions such as growing internationalization through
the period of high economic growth in Japan. Though Agricultural Basic Law was required to
overcome the problems, it became hardly gradually to respond the requirement, finally to be
emasculated. Then Basic Law on Food, Agriculture and Rural Areas was enacted and enforced
in 1999 for the sake of improving recent circumstances surrounding Japanese agriculture.

This paper’s purpose is explaining the significance of the shift from the old law to new Basic
Law of Food, Agriculture and Rural Areas.
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