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Structural Changes and Problems on the Production, Marketing

and Consumption of Perishable Foods

Li Wan* and Kozo Kasahara*
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Tottori University, Tottori 680-8553, Japan

In this paper, the situation of market circulation is analyzed. The selling price has
become to be not transparent in recent years, because the circulation quantity of perishable
foods outside the wholesale market has increased year by year. In the wholesale market, the
supply persons are decreasing because the seller groups are expanding by merger of
agricultural cooperatives. On the other hand, the retailers have to become larger and larger
due to the spread of super markets and volume sale shops. The effect of changes mentioned
above on the market price was studied. The distribution characteristic of perishable foods, i.e.
non-stability and non-elasticity of perishable food prices was explained. As the problems of
the improvement in self-sufficiency ratios of perishable foods are that the supply of the high
quality and the low cost is the most important. In these present circumstances of the global
and information society progress, the reinforcement of international competition power is an
important problem.
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