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The ostrich eggs (17 eggs) were incubated and weighed before and during the incubation, and

the four groups of the ostrich chicks (80 animals) were reared and observations were made on the

growth and survival of the chicks. The percentage weight losses during the incubation of the 7

eggs hatched were 0.0033-0.0034 percent per day, whereas the fertile eggs which did not hached

had a higher or lower percentage weight loss. In the rearing experiments, the survival rates of

the chicks hatched in the incubation experiments were 100 per cent to two months of age,

whereas in the chicks imported the survival rates were very low and the mortality restricted

mainly to the first two weeks of rearing.

(Received 25 June 1999)
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