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A Hemosite Survey of Wild Crows in Japan

Takatoshi Hayashi*, Masamichi Morita*, Mizuho Ouchi*, Ruriko Norimura*,
Satoko Suzuki*, Miki Nakamura* and Takeshi Fujii*

* Veterinary Teaching Hospital, Faculty of Agriculture, Tottori University, Tottori 680-8553, Japan

Including Corvus macrorhynchos and C. corvus, 1781 crows in total captured in Tottori and
Tsuyama from August 1989 through September 1994 were parasitologically examined with their
blood specimens. Haemoproteus spp., Leucocytozoon spp., Trypanozoma spp. and microfilariae
were detected in 39.6%, 21.3%, 26.9% and 2.7% of the crows, respectively out of the total
numbers examined throughout the study period. The results of the seasonal analysis showed that
prevalence of Haemoproteus spp. was lowest (2%) in January and highest (64%) in October in both
crow species. The prevalence of Leucocytozoon spp. was highest (86%) in October and lowest
(0%) in November and December in C. macrorhynchos while in C. corvus was similar to that of C.
macrorhynchos during the months between Januarlly and August, but it was nil in September
through February in C. corvus. Trypanozoma spp. and microfilariae showed highest prevalence
(46% and 9%, respectively) in May in C. macrorhynchos. Adult worms of microfilariae were not
detected from the crows in the necropsy regardless of the detection of the larvae in the blood
specimens. \
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