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A Study on the Function of Wholesale Markets
and the Possibility of an Internet Marketing

Yasushi Sembokuya* and Kozo Kasahara*

*Department of Agricultural Information Science, Faculty of Agriculture, Tottori University,
Tottori 680, Japan

The purpose of this paper is to examine the function of wholesale markets and to propose a
telecommunication bidding system using WWW(World Wide Web). Vegetables and fruits are
distributed through the wholesale market system in Japan. That is the centre of the business,
distribution and information for the marketing of the vegetables and fruits. In recent years, however, .
some issues are pointed out. The wholesale market system is based on a purely competitive market
and there are some problems under the oligopoly of supply side and demand side. If we envision a
new market system, however, we have to think about the multi-functionality of the wholesale
markets. )

We proposed a new bidding system using CGI(Common Gateway Interface) on WWW. It was easy
to construct an internet bidding system. The new market system by telecommunication will amplify
the disparity between brand producing areas and non-brand producing areas.

(Received 27 June 1997)
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# change to your favorite date format:
Sdate = ‘date’;
chop($date); # trim ¥n
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4 Grab the HTML file and make a file name for the temp file.
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Sfile = "SENV{'PATH_TRANSLATED'}";

Stmp = "$ENV{‘PATH_TRANSLATED'}.tmp";
Stmp =~ s/¥//€/q; # make a unique tmp file name from the path
Stmp = "/tmp/S$tmp";

# if any fields are blank, then skip the post and inform user:
if ( !$in{'idll'} || !$in{'id22'} || !Sin{'qt2'} || !$in{'pr2'}) {
serr ("EVICRERT—-INANINTHERA. FEECREY, ZEMcT—FE2ANLTIESN. ");

# get an exclusive open on the tmp file, so
# two posts at the same time don't clobber each other.
for {$count = b; -f "$tmp"; Scountt++) |
# oh no. someone else is trying to update the message file. so we wait.
sleep(l);
serr("Tmp file in use, giving up!") if (Scount > 4); # but not for long
}
open(TMP, ">$tmp") || &err("Can't open tmp file.");
# open the HTML file
open(FILE,"<$file") ||
&err("Can't open file $file: $!");

# an HTMLBBS file. look through it for the HTML comments
# that denote stuff we want to change:
while (<KFILE>) {
if(/<!=--bidlist-->/) {
print TMP "<!--bidlist-->¥n";
$bidlist++;
}
elsif (/<!-~POINTER-->/) {
# add this post
print TMP "S$in{'idl1l'} $in{'id22'} $in{'qt2'} $in{'pr2'} ¥n";
print TMP "<!--POINTER-->¥n";
}
else { print T™MP $_; } # copy lines
1
if (!defined $bidlist)
. { serr("not a Bidlist filel!"™); }

# move the new file over the old:
open(TMP, "<$tmp") || &err("Can't open tmp file.");
# open the HTML file
open(FILE,">$file") ||
serr("Can't open file $file: $!");
while (<TMP>) {
print FILE $_;



