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A Study on the Project for Agricultural Development
in the Arid Areas in Mexico

Yoshinori Fuji

In April, 1988, the Faculty of Agriculture of Tottori University, and the National Arid
Land Research Center accepted the request from the government of Mexico for technical
cooperation concerning the production of fresh vegetables in high land areas of arid regions.
This project was started in March, 1990 sponcored by the Japanese International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA) and scheduled to be finished by the end of last February. However,
because of some unfinished work and the strong request from Mexico, the term of this
project was extended for more two years and still continues at present.

As one who participated in the work for a year in Mexico, I try to report the actual
conditions and examine problems on this kind of project. It is often necessary to put broad
interpretations on the fixed plans in the case of such international cooperation. Therefore,
it will be quite important to carry out plans flexibly as far as they do not cause any
inconvenience for the execution of other taskes. In this respect, the current system seems
rather rigid and inflexible.
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