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Dymamics of Seedlings in Beech (Fagus crenata)
Forests of Mt. Daisen

Hanyato HasHizuME

*

The occurrrence, surival and growth of seedlings in beech (Fagus crenata) forests at Mt.
Daisen were investigated from 1974 to 1994. The results obtained are as follows :

In beech forests at Mt. Daisen, good mast years were observed five times for 20 years
since 1973, and a large number of seedlings occurred in the next spring. Under closed
stands, however, most of germinated seedlings died within several years. The survival of
seedlings differed in floor types. The survival rate of seedlings was lowest in the floor of
Sasa type, but it was increased by clearing floor plants.

When 16 years old, the seedlings in the inside of forest were about 30cm in height, while
the dominant seedlings on the borders of forests grew about 200cm in height. Young
seedlings which germinated in the middle and end of May died of diseases, caused by low
light intesity. Clearing floor plants was effective in promoting the establishment of

seedlings because of sunny conditons.
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