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Studies on the Roughage Utilization in Fattening Young

Japanese Beef Steers.

II. The Effects of Silage Feeding on Meat Quality

Hidetoshi Misurro*, Shuji Tsunematsv**, Kou Ispn***,
Junjiro SEking**** and Ziro Morira™***

As a part of technology of utilization of roughage for fattening cattle, the fattening

experiment was carried out by the use of silage as roughage. Results were as follows :
1) Silage feeding treatments were conventional silage feeding and that of oats whole crop
silage. Animals were fed about 12kg of either one of silage in the first fattening period.
Thereafter, the amounts of silage given were about 10kg in the middle fattening period and
5kg in the last fattening period for conventional silage feeding treatment. The intake of
silage was satisfactory for both silage treatments, although some animals were required
for some period of time to become accustomed to it at the beginning of its feeding. 2)
Animals given oats whole crop silage tended to grow faster than those fed the other silage.
3) Measurements of body conformation showed no difference between silage feeding
treatments.

From the results shown above, it is inferred that silage can be used for fattening beef as
roughage, however silage should be given in the first and middle fattening periods and
should be avoided in the last fattening period. Studies of whole crop silages of various
grain cultivars are needed to reduce the feeding cost of concentrate.
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