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Effects of a Hydrophilic Polymer and Granular Soil Containing
It on the Growth and Flowering at First Potting of
Mericlone Young Cymbidium Growing Bark Compost

Mikiyo YAMANE™ and Takesi Sakuramoro™ ™

Two methods of growing cymbidium on hydrophilic polymer were attempted. One
involved dusting a young plant’s roots with hydrophilic polymer and then planting it in a
small pot containing composted bark (noted henceforth as method 1). The other involved
planting an untouched plant in composted bark mixed with granular soil containing
hydrophilic polymer (noted henceforth as method 2). Both plants grew well, requiring
repotting twice, though unadalterated simple composted bark was used in the repotting
process.

In the first year of the experiment, the plant grown utilizing method 1 grew better.
However, in the third year of the experiment, at the flowering period, the plant grown
using method 2 (soil to bark retio 1: 1), grew better. Analyzing the results we can see that
even though the flower grown using method 2 appeared to be smaller during the first year,
and during the flowering period of the third year the plant grown using method 2 actually
grew larger and better than that grown using method 1. Thus, if a young plant is planted in
composted bark mixed with granular soil containing hydrophilic polymer in aratioof 1:1,
its growth period is accelerated.
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