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An Investigation into Changes of Rural Region Society,

Agricultural Structure and Mechanization System

— A Case in the Kokufu-town and Kawahara-town —

Hideo Hicucm™® - Eisaku TAaNicucHr™

Yingchao ZHoU™ + Yan CHEN™

Rural region society and agricultural structure have changed with the growth of the
economy. Particularly, they are remarkable for the lack of successors to agriculture and
the decrease of population engaged in farming. An investigation into the changes in rural
region society, the agricultural structure and the agricultural mechanization was made.
The movement of the agricultural structure in the suburbs of the provincial city, for
example, in Kokufu-town and Kawahara-town was analyzed. The main results obtained
were as follows :

1) Mainly part-time other job of farm household under 0.5 ha became a main style.

2) Sizes of machines became largers and the number of machines per farmer increased
while cultivated acreage was small too.

3) It was identified that many young people were not engaged in farming or retired from
agriculture.
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