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Survey Study on the Present Uses of Large Barns for Dairy Cattle
and Beef Cattle in Japan

IV Free Stall Barns for Dairy Cattle

Shigeru Ozaki1

Free stall barns for dairy Cattle in Japan were imported mainly into Hokkaido from
1970 on. And after that, they spread all the country over. These barns attract dairy
farmers’ attention as the suitable barn for dairy cattle of high productive capacity and
large scale dairy farms. But it doesn’t always follow that these barns are succesful.

Then, in order to make clear the presnt uses, the author make a gestionnaire survey
on 138 dairy farms all over the country in 1991. As a result, the main defects of the barn
are recognized to be: (1) unsuitable free stalls (size and floor material), (2) poor
disposal of manure, (3) bad ventilation, (4) unsuitable milking parlor, and (5) defec-
tive grouping of dairy herd.

What is more important is that the adoption of free stall barns affords a good
opportunity of reconsidering on the relation between humans and dairy cow and
managerial locationing of barn in the dairy farms.
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