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A Study on the Factors Locating Sericulture

Makoto Noum*

Japanese sericulture has declined, though it was one of the most important sectors of
Japanese agriculture in ancient times. But the declining trend has not been always the
same according to the period and regions. Then in this study, firstly, the factors locating
sericulture are discussed with main previous research outputs. Secondly, the recent
trend of Japanese sericulture is argued, The results are as follows:

1. There are many factors locating sericulture.

(®Necessity of self-sufficiency in food. @Comparative advantage in comparison with
other crops, livestocks and sectors other than agriculture. @Scale of the sericulture
farming. @Pobability adopting specific technologies in the process of cultivating
mulberry and raising silkworms. ®Composition of farm fields. Location of the
silkreeling factories. )Family labor earnings per hour.

2. The declining trend in a recent decade can be explained by the disadvantage of the
sericulture relative to other crops and livestocks, too. Family labor earnings per day of

the former are lower than those of the latter.
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L BEEFE(F) IREE (t)
AAD21 876,470(100.0) 68,284(100.0)
22 819,850( 93.5) 53,478( 78.3)
23 827,250 ( 94.4) 64,058( 93.8)
24 813,840( 92.9) 61,936( 90.7)
25 834,630( 95.2) 80,415(117.8)
26 829,740( 94.7) 93,394 (136.8)
27 796,750( 90.9) 103,296 (151.3)
28 809,860( 92.4) 93,090(136.3)
29 809,220( 92.3) 100,315(146.9)
30 808,520( 92.2) 114,373(167.5)
31 789,730( 90.1) 108,169(158.4)
32 763,800( 87.1) 119,454(174.9)
33 729,320( 83.2) 116,724(170.9)
34 675,490( 77.1) 110,854 (162.3)
35 645,680( 73.7) 111,208(162.9)
36 628,600( 71.7) 115,287(168.8)
37 596,550 ( 68.1) 109,066 (159.7)
38 584,000( 66.6) 110,916(162.4)
39 551,250( 62.9) 111,648(163.5)
40 513,700 ( 58.6) 105,513 (154.5)
41 477,800( 54.5) 105,392 (154.3)
42 466,800( 53.3) 114,476(167.6)
43 455,200( 51.9) 121,014(177.2)
44 424,400( 48.4) 113,996 (166.9)
45 399,100( 45.5) 111,736(163.6)
46 372,500( 42.5) 107,694 (157.7)
47 329,700( 37.6) 105,111(153.9)
48 304,600( 34.8) 108,156 (158.4)
49 281,410( 32.1) 101,948(149.3)
50 248,400( 28.3) 91,219(133.6)
51 225,430( 25.7) 87,837(128.6)
52 202,790( 23.1) 79,262(116.1)
53 187,050( 21.3) 77,589(113.6)
54 176,360( 20.1) 81,264 (119.0)
55 165,560( 18.9) 73,061(107.0)
56 150,130( 17.1) 64,785( 94.9)
57 138,840( 15.8) 63,322( 92.7)
58 128,120( 14.6) 61,141( 89.5)
59 113,760( 13.0) 50,352 ( 73.7)
60 99,710( 11.4) 47,274( 69.2)
61 86,880( 9.9) 41,465( 60.7)
62 74,360( 8.5) 34,726( 50.9)
63 62,420( 7.1) 29,590( 43.3)
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