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Flower Setting in Cryptomeria japonica Stands of Japanese Islands

IV. On the Setting of Male Flowers in C. japonica
Stands of Kanto and Sanin Districts in 1990

Hayato Hasuizume *

The state of male flower setting in Sugi (C. japonica) forests of Kanto and Sanin districts
was investigated during January to March in 1990. The results obtained are as follows:

Male flower setting in C. japonica stands in 1990 was a good harvest in Kanto district and
an ordinary harvest in Sanin district. In the plantations of Sanbusugi established by cultivated
cuttings in the Sanbu district of Chiba Prefecture, however, male flower setting was very
poor. ‘

In the stands of seedling trees of Kanto district, male flower setting started at about 10
years old and became abundant at 20 ~30 years old. Old trees in the precincts of temples
and shrines and in the Nikko Cedar Avenues bore male flowers abundantly.

The flower setting of C. japonica differed according to native varieties and clones of elite
trees. Local varieties of the Japan Sea coast origin and Sanbusugi which are propagated by
cuttings were late in the starting age of flower formation and inferior in the ability of flower
setting as compared with varieties propagated by seedlings in Kanto district .
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* Department of Forestry Science, Faculty of Agriculture, Tottori University
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