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A Study on the Groups of Membership in Agricultural Co—operatives :
Historical Reviews and Future Directions

Taichi Kitacawa”™

The main purpose of this paper is to analyze the historical changes through the development
of Japanese agricultural co—operative movement and to make clear the contemporary problems
and future directions of groups of membership in agricultural co—operatives.

The major results obtained are as follows. Under today’s circumstances it is increasingly
necessary to take up the established position of groups of membership in agricultural co—
operatives. Although there were some historical changes, we can find out that it is difficult
to obtain fruitful results of the activities in groups. To get out of these situations and take
the advance of agricultural co—operative movement, it is suggested that groups of membership,
especially those on hamlet unit, in agricultural co—operatives on the whole are required to

reform their organized structures.
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