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A Study on the Introduction and Development of Intensive Crops on
Large Farms in the Upland Farming Area of Hokkaido

Toshihisa Kanavama®

The upland farming area of Hokkaido is mainly cultivated with wheat, beans, potato
and sugar beat. A recent trend showed that farmers introduced vegetable crops on their
farms to intensity cultivation.

This paper attempts to analyze the economic conditions under which farmers
introduced and developed these crops. A detail study on burdock (gobo) was undertaken
with special emphasis on 2 methods of cultivation. The first was the labour conflict
restraint method aimed at isolating labour use between burdock and the other crops.
The other is the normal method practised by farmers.

The analysis results were as follows :

(1) The vegetable crops in the study area were found to be mainly of high labour
productivity types.

(2) Net revenue of the method 1 was higher than the method 2 and the planted area
in method 1 was not affected by burdock price fluctuation. Labour productivity
of method 1 was lower than method 2, and the quantity of burdock produced by
method 1 was less because of shorter harvesting period. Therefore, method 2
should be adopted to produce and develop burdock in this area. However, some
measures have to be taken against its price fluctuation.
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