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Agrarian Economics vs. Farm Management Studies
in the Academic Life of Seizoh ITon

Kurashiro Izumr*

Seizoh Iton (1985-1941) was one of the most distinguished Japanese agricultural
economists in the Meiji-Taisho era. Although he published only two books in his
academic field, both of these had a strong influence on the young students of
agricultural economics in those days.

His first book, Agricultural Finance, was originally prepared for hlS bachelor’s thesis
just before his graduation from Sapporo Agricultural College in 1900.

In 1903 Iton went to Germany. He was there for three years studying farm man-
agement and agrarian economics in Bonn and Halle. He returned home in 1906 to
become professor of agricultural economics at Morioka Agricultural College. He
published his famous second book, Farm Management, in 1906. Just after the pub-
lication of this book, he resigned his post in Morioka and went to Argentina to start a
giant farm business management project. He became a very successful and well-known
farm business proprietor there. In 1939 Iton gave a lecture concerning his successful
farming at the Argentine University of Agriculture and Animal Husbandry.
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