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A Study on the Optimum Scale
of Farmers’ Co-operatives

Makoto Nogmr*

The purpose of this paper is to study the optimum scale of farmers’ co-operatives.
Until now, this kind of study has only been done by a limited number of researchers. As
for the contents of their papers, however there are several problems.

Therefore, a new theory concerned with the optimum scale of farmers’ co-operatives
is proposed here. In this theory, the objective function is the total amount of gains which
farmers receive from utilizing the businesses of a farmers’ co-operative.

The preblems found in the work of provious researchers are solved in this theory.
However, a further area of research is suggested concerning the application of a more
advanced theory to management problems of business activities made by farmers’ co-

operatives.
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