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Thaer and Liebig in the Build-up of Agricultural Theory

Toshio Sato*

The purpose of this study is to make clear the importance of metholology in building
up an agricultural theory. The basic materials in this study are from “Schulze, Thaer
oder Liebig?” (1846). The results of this study are as follows : Firstly, the method
adopted by Thaer appears to be the combined=experimented method that started from
his own experience and that made chemistry and other natural scientific theorem the
leading maxim, and his method seems to be the right method in building up the science
of agriculture which is generally supposed to be non-mathematic=regulative empirical
science. Secondly, in building up the manure theory, Schulze highly appraised Thaer’
s humus theory formulated from the right method based upon the creditable natural
scientific theorem admitted in general, and furthermore he greatly evaluated Thaer’s
agricultural theory based upon his humus theory.

In other words, in the center of Liebig’s era (the third quarter of 19th century), Schulzu
seems to have thought that, in building up the manure theory and the agricultural theory
based upon it, the right method is not in Liebig’s speculative=dogmatic method, but
rightly in Thaer’s combined=experimented method.
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