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ATheory of Farming Systems in Economic History
II. An Emergence of Commercial Farming

Tsuneo Suzukr*

Since merchants as a specialized trading group emerged in economic history,
marketing activities had pervaded the traditional non-market society until it turned
into the modern market society. Along with the above development, agriculture had
changed itself in the phase of the management system. In this report, two theoretical
models, namely, (1) “Land-Peasant System” under customary-command economy in the
old society, and (2) “Commercial Farming System” under merchant economy in the
modern market society, were figured together with intermediate types concerning the
middle age. Several courses of the transformation from the old system to the new one
were discussed in connection with socio-economic factors. As for modern age,
however, detail descriptions are excluded in this report.
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