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On the Appearence of Erythrocyte Fragmentation
in Dirofilariasis

Takatoshi Hayvasur*, Kazuyoshi Kome*, Yukiko MartsumoTo®,
Kazuko Nakasama*, Sunao Sasaxi* and Katsumoto Kacora*

The appearence of erythrocyte fragmentation in dirofilariasis was examined, and
ninety dogs were used for the observation. The erythrocyte fragmentation was
observed in a way as to exmine peripheral blood films which performed Geimsa stain
under the light microscope. The poikilocyte was in the shapes of helmet, ring,
microsherocyte, fragment and triangle. In all dogs that were diagnosed as
dirofilariasis, the percentage of poikilocyte was high, while in the serious case the
percentage was more higher. On the other hand, the percentage of poikilocyte in the
dogs being negative for heartworm infection is lower compared with those in
dirofilariasis.

As a result, the observation of erythrocyte fragmentation was regarded as very useful
to diagnose dirofilariasis and evaluate prognosis.
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