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Inazo Nitobe’s Overseas Studies at the Johns Hopkins
University and the Development of his Agrarian Policy

Kurashiro 1zumi1

Inazo Nitobe (1862—1933) was a well-known figure as one of the pioneers of
agricultural economics of this country. He is even now popular among Japanese
social scientists as the author of famous “Premises of Agronomics (Japanese title:
Nogyo-honron)” which played an important role for the development of Japan’s agrarian
policy during the pre-war era.

Nitobe made his advanced studies for six and a half years in the United States
of America and Germany. He spent much the same period of time in each of the
two countries, but it seems he got much stronger influence on his academic mind
from American institution. In the United States he made his graduate studies from
1884 to 1887 mainly at the Johns Hopkins University (JHU), Baltimore, Maryland.
Although JHU at that time was a quite new university which had been just opened
in 1876, it was already a well-known institution among American universities for
promoting higher studies in history and the social science under the leadership of
Herbert B. Adams. .

In spite of his three years graduate studies at JHU, Nitobe did not receive any
academic degree from this institution when he left Baltimore for Germany in the
mid-summer of 1887. The major aim of this paper, therefore, was to make clear
the following respects as to Nitobe's studies at JHU : 1) what courses or lectures
did he attend ? 2) what papers and how many times did he read in the Seminary
of history and political science under the guidance of Herbert B. Adams ? and 3)did
he have any economic difficulties during his stay at this university in comparision
with other Japanese graduate students ? .

Then in order to define the above respects, plenty of research information and
materials were directly obtained from JHU under the close cooperation of its Milton
S. Eisenhower Library and Ferdinand Hamburger Jr. Archieves. These include
copies of the JHU Circulars of the 1880s, the Records of JHU Seminary of History
and Political Science, Vol. 1 (1877—1891), and letters of I. Nitobe to Herbert B.
Adams. Many new interesting findings in relation to Nitobe’s studies of agrarian
policy during his stay at JHU, are introduced in this paper.
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