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The Way of Future Development of Dairy Farming
in the Hiruzen Area (Yatsuka and Kawakami
Village) of Okayama prefecture (1)

Tendencies of Scale Enlargement in Dairy Farming

and Mixed Feeding Jersey Cattle and Holstein Cattle

Shigeru Ozaki*

Since Jersey Cattle began to be fed in the Hiruzen Area in 1954, thirty years
have run. In this period,the most recrd was 447 dairy farms. But in the latter half
of the nineteen-seventies, the number of dairy afrms has reduced rapidly but on
the other hand the number of dairy cattle per dairy farm has increased. In 1984,
there are 112 dairy farms and 23 dairy cattles per dairy farm. 2212 Jersey cattles
fed in 1970 have reduced after that and Holstein cattle has replaced Jersey cattle.
The ratio of Jersey and Holstein in half-and-half in 1984.

This Paper is the result of a follow-up investigation since 1973 on 38 dairy
farms in Yatsuka and Kawakami village. The results are as follows :

(1) 38 dairy farms are divided into two main groups by number of adult dairy
cattle. One group has 15-25 adult dairy cattle and the other group has 40-45 adult
ones. Most of the former are combining dairy farm management taking in paddy
rice culture or Japanese radish culture by the managers at a comparatively
advanced age, while most of the latter is taking in full-time farming by the
managers at a comparatively young age. The author surmises that the number
of dairy cattle in these two groups will not change for some time to come from
the view pont farm land or labor holdings and dairymen’s intention.

(2) The ratio of Jersey and Holstein is 29.4 % in the former and 73.7 % in the
latter. It is surmised that these ratio will not change for some time as well as
the number of dairy cattle per farm based on dairymen’s intention.
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