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A Study of the Development Process of Agricultural
Economics During the Early Days of
the Sapporo Agricultural College (])

Kurashiro Izumi

Three Professors played extremely important roles in developing Japan’s
agricultural economics in the middle of the Meiji era. Two of them were
Shosuke Sato and Inazo Nitobe at the Sapporo Agricultural College, and the
other was Tokiyoshi Yokoi of the Komaba Agricultural College, Tokyo.

This paper mainly deals with Sato and Nitobe. After they graduated from
Sapporo, both of them went to the United States, and spent three years doing
graduate studies at the Johns Hopkins University.. Throughout the 1880’s Johns
Hopkins was one of the most distiguished institutions in the United States,
consisting of the Departments of Mathematics and Natural Science, Languages,
History and Political Science, and Philosophy. Sato and Nitobe were in the
Department of History and Political Science. Their class work has been ex-
amined using the Johns Hopkins University Circulars, Nos. 27 to 56, which were
issued from 1883 to 1887. There were no courses in farm economics and
agricultural policy, but their studies at this institution were very helpful in
enabling them to grow into famous social scientists.
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