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AKkio Muravama (Tottori University Junior High School) : How we make use of local resources to
classes? — Lake Koyama as an educational material of social science study.
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Abstract — It is fundamental to learn various ways of apprehension of history in the introductory stage
of history learning. 1 tried to introduce history of Lake Koyama (Tottori City) which has origin as a
lagoon probably formed in late 16th century by the growth of sand spit and sand dunes at the northern
side of the lake, as materials for such activities in the classes for the 1st grade students in our junior high
school. To make classes more attractive and enjoyable for most of the students, I also employed a folk
tale called “Koyama-choja” (= Koyama millionaire) and the Ruins of Tenjin-yama Castle whose rise
and fall are inseparable from the history of Lake Koyama. Goals of the classes were to raise students’
interest in local history and to get inspiration and understanding for the fact that human lives in the past
and in the present are intimately connected one another across space and time through activities in those
classes. In this report, I will describe process of the classes and results obtained from the activities.

Key words — ways of historical apprehension, Lake Koyama, Lake Biwa, folk tale Koyama-choja (=

Koyama millionaire) , Ruins of Tenjin-yama Castle, Hie Shrine
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