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ABSTRACT

This study was performed to clarify the difficulties encountered by professional training
college teachers as they provided practical training to students with possible developmental
disability. An anonymous self-administered questionnaire survey was conducted among 95
teachers at professional training colleges. The survey covered items that included teacher
background factors as well as school organizational characteristics, support for practical
training, and difficulties in providing practical training, using scales specifically developed for
this study. Responses were obtained from 69 teachers and 63 (65.6%) were classified as valid
responses. Investigation of teacher background factors in relation to difficulties in providing
practical training revealed that teachers were less likely to experience difficulty during practical
training for students with reading/writing difficulties, while they were more likely to experience
difficulty for students with inattention. One of the factors associated with teachers who were
less likely to experience difficulty was having their own class. Moreover, a significant correlation
by Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient analysis was found between school organizational
characteristics and support for practical training. At professional training colleges, teachers
are required to understand the tasks involved in practical training and should be able to obtain
support from the school organization during that process. (Accepted on November 12, 2019)
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