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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to clarify attitudes about end-of-life and death held by the staff
members of visiting nurse stations (VNS) and group homes (GH) for elderly people with
dementia. An anonymous self-report questionnaire that included age, profession, experience with
death education, terminal care and the death, the attitudes about end-of-life and terminal care
was administered to staff members of 53 GH and 33 VNS in A Prefecture. Attitudes about end-
of-life were evaluated using the Death Attitudes Inventory (DAI). Attitudes about terminal
care were evaluated using the Japanese short version of the Frommelt Attitude Toward Care
of the Dying Scale (FATCOD-B-J). Responses obtained from 425 staff members of GH and 89
staff members of VNS were analyzed. Between GH and VNS, the scores of DAI factor, “death
avoidance”, and the scores of FATCOD-B-] factor, “positive attitudes toward caring for dying
persons’, were significantly different. Furthermore, experience with death education and terminal
care, and death experience affected the DAI scores. However, experiences with terminal care
affected only the FATCOD-B-] scores. These results suggest that attitudes about end-of-life and
death differed between the staff members of GH and VNS. Their experience of death education
and terminal care might be related to these differences. For improving end-ofife care, mutual
cooperation of education and training related to terminal care between GH and VNS staff
members is necessary. (Accepted on December 18, 2013)
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