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ABSTRACT

The Human Communication course in the first grade of Medical Course at Tottori University
is composed of two elements: “experiential learning to raise awareness,” which encourages
students to reconsider human relationships in daily life and their own way of life, and
“experience involving infants,” which helps students to practice what they have learned through
these intergenerational relations. In the present study, questionnaires were administered to
students to examine the effectiveness of this course. The survey results suggested that the
continuous Human Communication course improved basic manners and communication skills,
while the students did not feel satisfactory change of self-respect by this course. Future tasks
include developing new ideas for maintaining and heightening communicative abilities in students
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of the Human Communication course taken in the first half of second year. Since the findings

indicate that changes in the level of self-esteem are weak when compared to communicative

abilities, course content and progress should be reexamined and follow-ups should be further

developed, including one-on-one student conferences.
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