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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the possible establishment of a regional medi-

cal and welfare system enabling the care of terminal cancer patients at home. The subjects

were 61 home doctors and 163 inhabitants who responded'to our questionnaire. As a result,

there were more inhabitants who wanted to stay at home as cancer patients than under ter-

minal care in an institution. However, it was indicated that there were some inhibitory fac-

tors: lack of medical information for both a home care system and emergent medical treat-

ment for each terminal cancer patient; and a lack of functional cooperation between medi-

cal treatment and the welfare system. Based on these observations, a new regional medical

care system enabling home care was suggested for patients with terminal cancer.
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