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Human skeletons of the Yayoi era

from the Aoya—Kamijichi site
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Second Department of Anatomy, Faculty of Medicine,
Tottorr University, Yonago 683-8503, Japan

ABSTRACT

Lots of human skeletons, which contain at least 65 human cadavers, were discovered in
the shallow groove of the Aoya—Kamijichi site in Tottori Prefecture. More than 5000 hu-
man bones were scattered without ordered arangement in the groove. The vessels found in
the groove indicated that the skeletons belong to the late period of the Yayoi age (ca. 180
A.D.). Bone injuries due to the metal blades were found in at least 10 cadavers. Since the
edges of the wounds were clear without significant osteogenesis, it is speculated that the

people were killed instantly. Two cases of spinal caries were also found. One was com-
posed of 3rd to 7th vertebrae, and the other of 7th to 11th vertebrae. Both cases showed
osteolytic and chronic inflammatory lesions, forming distinct kyphosis.
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