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ABSTRACT

An Evaluation of the Stomach Mass Examination

in Tottori Prefecture.

Takayuki Nose

Department of Public Healih, Tottori University
School of Medicine, Yonago, Japan.

In Tottori Prefecture the examinee registry of
the stomach mass examination has been operated
since 1967 and the prefecture-wide tumor registry
has been established in 1969. A record linkage study
was done to evaluate an effectiveness of the stom-
ach mass examination in stomach cancer control.

1. The average discover rate of the stomach
cancer in the stomach mass examination for 1967-
1971 was 0.22%

mass examination, more early cancer cases (229),

. Among the cases diagnosed in the

more curative operations(78% ), and better survivals
(759) were observed, as compared with cases
reported to the the tumor registry.
9. The incidence rates for the groups attended
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the mass examination in- 1971 and 1970 who were

1 1

‘observed for average 5 and 1—2~ years were lower,

but the rates for 1968 and 1967 groups, 3 éand 4%—

years of the average observation, were 2095 higher
than that for the general population in the area.
The results seem to indicate that the effect of
screening remains for about 2 years but can not
be kept further.

3. The death rates from the stomach cancer
among the examinees were lower for all groups
than that for the general population. Even for 1968
and 1967 groups the death rates remained in 20%
lower level. This suggests that the favourable ef-
fects of the mass screening to the reducing mortality
continues even for 4 or more years after the mass
examination although the incidence rate. increases

to the level of the general population.

4. The proportions of the total cancer by the
specific  sites showed mno statistically significant
difference from those of the tumor registry cases
with an exception of other female sexual ‘organs
(ICD No. 183-4) which .deserves. further study to
explore the reason.

5. The re-examination of all the materials at
the mass screening for the cancer cases newly diag-
nosed after having attended:the mass examination
disclosed that a considerable number of the cases
were missed on the indirect X-ray films at the first
screening and some others were left in no diagnosis
without the sufficient: follow-up "examination. The
improvements of screening technics and the estab-
lishment of ‘a follow-up care system -are necessary
to carry out the successful stomach mass screening.
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