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The Vacillation between Reality and Retrospection
in Kazuo Ishiguro's A Pale View of Hills
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"The woman from across the river. She was here last night. While Mother was away."

“"Last night? While your mother was away?"

"She said she'd take me to her house, but I didn't go with her. Because it was dark. She said we
could take the lantern with us" — she gestured towards a lantern hung on the wall — "but I didn't
go with her. Because it was dark." (Part I, Chap.1, p.19)
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"There was a canal at the end and the woman was kneeling there, up to her elbows in water. A
young woman, very thin. [ knew something was wrong as soon as I saw her. You see, Etsuko, she
turned round and smiled at Mariko. [ knew something was wrong and Mariko must have done too
because she stopped running. At first I thought the woman was blind, she had that kind of look,
her eyes didn't seem to actually see anything. Well, she brought her arms out of the canal and
showed us what she'd been holding under the water. It was a baby. I took hold of Mariko then and
we came out of the alley." (Part I, Chap.5, p.74)
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"Put it [the spider imprisoned in Mariko's hands] back in the corner, Mariko."

"What would happen if I ate it? It's not poisonous."

"You'd be very sick. Now, Mariko, put it back in the corner."

Mariko brought the spider closer to her face and parted her lips.

"Don't be silly, Mariko. That's very dirty."

Her mouth opened wider, and then her hands parted and the spider landed in front of my lap.
(Part I, Chap.5, p.82)
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She put the kitten into the water and held it there. She remained like that for some moments,
staring into the water, both hands beneath the surface. She was wearing a casual summer kimono,
and the corners of each sleeve touched the water.

Then for the first time, without taking her hands from the water, Sachiko threw a glance over
her shoulder towards her daughter. Instinctively, I followed her glance, and for one brief moment
the two of us were both staring back up at Mariko. (Part II, Chap.10, p.167)
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Mariko did not reply. Instead, she took a step away from me.

"Careful," I said. "You'll fall into the water. It's very slippery."

She continued to stare up at me from the bottom of the slope. . . .

"I was just speaking with your mother," I said, smiling at her reassuringly. "She said it would be
perfectly all right if you came and waited for her at my house. It's just over there, that building
there. You could come and try some cakes I made yesterday. Would you like that, Mariko-San?
And you could tell me all about yourself."

Mariko continued to watch me carefully. Then, without taking her eyes off me, she crouched
down and picked up her shoes. At first, I took this as a sign that she was about to follow me. But
then as she continued to stare up at me, I realized she was holding her shoes in readiness to run
away.

"I'm not going to hurt you," I said, with a nervous laugh. "I'm a friend of your mother's." (Part I,
Chap.1, pp.16-7)
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"What's that?" she asked.

"Nothing. It just tangled on to my foot when I was walking."
"What is it though?"

"Nothing, just a piece of old rope. . . ."

25T,

"Why have you got that?"

"I told you, it's nothing. It just caught on to my foot." I took a step closer. "Why are you doing
that, Mariko?" :

"Doing what?"

"You were making a strange face just now."

"I wasn't making a strange face. Why have you got the rope?"

"You were making a strange face. It was a very strange face."

"Why have you got the rope?"

I watched her for a moment. Signs of fear were appearing on her face. (Part I, Chap.6, pp.83-4)
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The little girl was watching me closely. "Why are you holding that?" she asked.

"This? It just caught around my sandal, that's all."

"Why are you holding it?"

"I told you. It caught round my foot. What's wrong with you?" I gave a short laugh. "Why are you
looking at me like that? I'm not going to hurt you."

Without taking her eyes from me, she rose slowly to her feet.

"What's wrong with you?" I repeated.

The child began to run, her footsteps drumming along the wooden boards. She stopped at the
end of the bridge and stood watching me suspiciously. I smiled at her and picked up the lantern.
The child began once more to run. (Part II, Chap.10, p.173)
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That was the first time I had crossed to the far side of the river. The ground felt soft, almost
marshy under my feet. Perhaps it is just my fancy that I felt a cold touch of unease there on that
bank, a feeling not unlike premonition, which caused me to walk with renewed urgency towards
the darkness of the trees before us. (Part I, Chap.2, p.40)
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ButI remember with some distinctness that eerie spell which seemed to bind the two of us as we
stood there in the coming darkness looking towards that shape further down the bank. Then the
spell broke and we both began to run. As we came nearer, I saw Mariko lying curled on her side,
knees hunched, her back towards us. Sachiko reached the spot a little ahead of me, I being slowed
by my pregnancy, and she was standing over the child when I joined her. Mariko's eyes were open
and at first I thought she was dead. But then I saw them move and they stared up at us with a
peculiar blankness. (Part I, Chap.3, p.41)
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"Actually," I said, "it was Mariko I had in mind. What will become of her?"

"Mariko? Oh, she'll be fine. You know how children are. They find it so much easier to settle
into new surroundings, don't they?"

"But it would still be an enormous change for her. Is she ready for such a thing?"

Sachiko sighed impatiently. "Really, Etsuko, did you think I hadn't considered all this? Did you
suppose [ would decide to leave the country without having first given the most careful consider-
ation to my daughter's welfare?"

"Naturally," I said, "you'd give it the most careful consideration.”

"My daughter's welfare is of the utmost importance to me, Etsuko. I wouldn't make any decision
that jeopardized her future. I've given the whole matter much consideration, and I've discussed it
with Frank. I assure you, Mariko will be fine. There'll be no problems.” (Part I, Chap.3, p.44)
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"As a matter of fact, Etsuko, I'm rather glad things have turned out like this. Imagine how unset-
tling it would have been for my daughter, finding herself in a land full of foreigners, a land full of
Ame-kos. And suddenly having an Ame-ko for a father, imagine how confusing that would be for
her. Do you understand what I'm saying, Etsuko? She's had enough disturbance in her life al-
ready, she deserves to be somewhere settled. It's just as well things have turned out this way.

I murmured something in assent.

"Children, Etsuko," she went on, "mean responsibility. You'll discover that yourself soon enough.
And that's what he's really scared of, anyone can see that. He's scared of Mariko. Well, that's not
acéeptable to me, Etsuko. My daughter comes first. It's just as well things have turned out this
way." (Part I, Chap.6, p.86)
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"And Mariko would be happier there. America is a far better place for a young girl to grow up.
Out there, she could do all kinds of things with her life. She could become a business girl. Or she
could study painting at college and become an artist. All these things are much easier in America,
Etsuko. Japan is no place for a girl. What can she look forward to here?" (Part II, Chap.10, p.170)
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"Mariko will be fine in America, why won't you believe that? It's a better place for a child to grow
up. And she'll have far more opportunities there, life's much better for a woman in America."

" assure you I'm happy for you. As for myself, I couldn't be happier with things as they are.
Jiro's work is going so well, and now the child arriving just when we wanted it. . ."

"She could become a business girl, a film actress even. America's like that, Etsuko, so many
things are possible. Frank says I could become a business woman too. Such things are possible
out there."

"I'm sure they are. It's just that personally, I'm very happy with my life where I am." (Part,
Chap.3, p.46)
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L LEZD—F7T, TV ik "My motives for leaving Japan were justifiable, and I know I always
kept Keiko's interests very much at heart." (PartI, Chap.6, p.91) & HOOBEINE E4{L+ 2688 &
REd, ZhZYFa0EELZOEEHBATILDTH Y, =V 234 F 30 L & B4
5—=HT, HOoZThEREL, YOV FaDBVED bR -GH B ICAERAR Z I st
BZW%WL’E&L&)%)O RV EABRIEREL LD TH>TH, TV ZZ N ¥4 X TF
PRIEESHRNDTHD JHEEXA D DIBEORBIRE LML L &S L3 584D Z08kRiZ,
BREACKENEZLDTHDILEELS, 2L T, TYIDHEHROP T, BEDOBRIZHT S
%L, BOEXLOEBHE VWL EDETAVERITIZ2DTH B,

ZLOFR

A7 uOPH3ERIZE, WTFhe, k0T vyalcaohs k5%, %L HOEY4{IZHE
B < EAADODEN PN T D, An Artist of the Floating World DEZRA / - < 2 Y (Masuji
Ono) &, ¥RIEHDBTDOFEFRIOEREAOIEER L MPHOES L 8L BFL, BEDBEOK
BEREIZ BT RO ST RO EE K - T, #MA0EAEE 5T\ 5, The Remains of the Day D¥HZ
AT 4 =0V (Stevens) X, 2O TOLP5DEHEFRTHALFADF F 2ABHEDTHE, &
FEHEOLOTIENEBEL DD, FREEVAFHEROBIIHVBELB T TV S hi
Y,

ITVAY, A /b, AT A=Yy AY BEIIETIRMEL S BIEAOOBEEEX TN S
EFTHENITHY, TDDIIZECOBEDREIRIZNT Mo rDEY L EFH X 2 48400
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In many ways Niki is an affectionate child. She had not come simply to see how I had taken the
news of Keiko's death; she had come to me out of a sense of mission. For in recent years she has
taken it upon herself to admire certain aspects of my past, and she had come prepared to tell me
things were no different now, that I should have no regrets for those choices I once made. In short,
to reassure me I was not responsible for Keiko's death. (Part I, Chap.1, pp.10-11)

=%, BROFOLMES UL, E5Ma W@t Ri- T3, fMSdBERcrdidasrog
HERLZD BDTLrEY, LVBIORZFOEVGTHS, FHERIILEShTEOEANEE
BoTWENGBRENLTENERIRT I LR TELRVRER SV ENT, B2 O ALIZHRET
ETFLAEZVIDTREIHEINELDELEEST, = F3HOBERABRORLHEHET S (Part ],
Chap.6, p.8990), % L T, 19EDKIFDOR AN FHE % BEA 2 Z LIZBET % =Y I D& RIRHT <6
LTiE, ZORFOMBIBEICKFEL (Part], Chap.3, p489), EHIZMETLZHOMIT, BF%
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Z20RBENIZEWMUIKERT B,

"But you see, Niki, I knew all along. I knew all along she wouldn't be happy over here. But I
decided to bring her just the same."

My daughter seemed to consider this for a moment. "Don't be silly," she said, turning to me,
"how could you have known? And you did everything you could for her. You're the last person
anyone could blame."

I remained silent. Her face, devoid of any make-up, looked very young.

"Anyway," she said, "sometimes you've got to take risks. You did exactly the right thing. You
can't just watch your life wasting away." . . ..

"It would have been so stupid," Niki went on, "if you'd just accepted everything the way it was
and just stayed where you were. At least you made an effort.” (Part II, Chap.11, p.176)
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"I think I'll go and do the goldfish now," she said.

"The goldfish?"

Without replying, Niki left the room, and a moment later I saw her go striding across the lawn.
I wiped away a little mist from the pane and watched her. Niki walked to the far end of the garden,
to the fish-pond amidst the rockery. She poured in the feed, and for several seconds remained
standing there, gazing into the pond. I could see her figure in profile; she looked very thin, and
despite her fashionable clothes there was still something unmistakably childlike about her. I
watched the wind disturb her hair and wondered why she had gone outside without a jacket.

On her way back, she stopped beside the tomato plants and in spite of the heavy drizzle stood
contemplating them for some time. Then she took a few steps closer and with much care began
straightening the canes. She stood up several that had fallen completely, then, crouching down so
her knees almost touched the wet grass, adjusted the net I had laid above the soil to protect the
plants from marauding birds. (Part I, Chap.6, pp.91-2)
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"Because, in my head, all these people are still alive. Against all rational knowledge, somewhere 1
believe that everything is running smoothly there, much the same way as it always did. The world
of my childhood is still intact."
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alarming Nagasaki at the time. First a boy, then a small girl had been found battered to death. When a third
victim, another little girl, had been found hanging from a tree there was near-panic amongst the mothers in
the neighbourhood." (Part II, Chap. 7, p.100)
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Adam Parkes, Kazuo ishiguro's The Remains of the Day: A Reader's Guide (New York, London: The Continuum
International Publishing Group, 2001), pp. 11~ 26.

L, rA AR HEAATS S Z ENEBEFAT 2+ A LBHTH 5 -0 L5 ZHEORD LT
FZonTiE, fEfh, =y gt &85 Z L 28Bh T, "Keiko, unlike Niki, was pure Japanese,
and more than one newspaper was quick to pick up on this fact. The English are fond of their idea that our
race has an instinct for suicide, as if further explanations are unnecessary; for that was all they reported, that
she was Japanese and that she had hung herself in her room." (Part I, Chap. 1, p.10)

Suzie Mackenzie, 'Between Two World,' The Guardian, March 25, 2000.
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DBEEFL I I THELEE2EDOHMGTH 3 LOMOARIZE ISR~ Bbh s,

(Rt ] Z2E0 hills' & L TER L TOHAEHHEXDMED . "On clearer days, 1 could see far beyond the
trees on the opposite bank of the river, a pale outline of hills visible against the clouds. It was not an unpleasant
view, and on occasions it brought me a rare sense of relief from the emptiness of those long afternoons I
spent in that apartment.” (Part II, Chap. 7, p.99)" Inasa is the hilly area of Nagasaki overlooking the harbour,
renowned for its mountain scenery; it was not so far from where we lived - in fact it was the hills of Inasa 1
could see from my apartment window..." [ltalics: mine] (Part II, Chap. 7, p.103)



