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A research on the effects of the radical change of elementary school class sizes,
in one prefecture in Japan, during the academic year 1998-1999
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A research on the effects of the radical change of elementary school class sizes,
in one prefecture in Japan, during the academic year 1998-1999
WATANABE, Akio*

The "40-pupils-per-class” system is both an educational and political issue in Japan. This research examined the
effects of a radical change of class size from around 40 pupils to under 30 or vice versa. The main results were as
follows:

1 ) Due to difficulties and inconveniences associated with classes of over 30 pupils, all of the sixteen respondents
chose the 30- or the under-30-pupils-per-class size as reasonable.

11) Using the Mann-Whitney’s U Test, the seven classes with between 20 and 28 pupils achieved significantly better
results than the eight classes with between 37 and 40 pupils(excluding one class which did not reply) on fifteen
indexes. These were the chance for children to speak or ask questions, the concentration of pupils’ attention upon
lessons, the assessment and care of individual needs, the achievement of basic education, the testing and checking of
homework, the communication between teachers and pupils, the friendship among children, their mental health and so
forth.

111) Class size did not produce much effect on seven indexes. These were the opportunity for children to give their
opinion, the Jevel of discussion among pupils, the interaction between teachers and parents, the development of
practicability and applicability, the promotion of learning to improve the quality of life, the settlement of bullying and
the prevention of refusal to attend school.

1v) All of the sixteen respondents chose either the division of pupils into smaller classes or the flexible combination of
class-division and team-teaching, rather than team-teaching under the "40-pupils-per-class” system.

If the "30-pupils-per-class" system were to be determined by law, 31 pupils should be divided into two classes with
one homeroom teacher. Under some circumstances, however, it would be preferable to have some joint lessons in one
classroom with two teachers. It is desirable that local authorities and schools enjoy the freedom to arrange classes and

organize learning groups according to the pupils’ educational needs.

Keywords: class organization, class size, "40-pupils-per-class”" system, "30-pupils-per-class" system, prefectural

survey

*Professor of Human Education Course(Special Needs Education), Faculty of Education and Regional Sciences,
Tottori University: [Office] Minami 4-101 Koyama-cho, Tottori 680-8551, Japan: [E-mail] akiowtnb@fed.tottori-

u.ac.jp
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