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ABSTRACT
Yayoi-period human remains from the Aoya-kamijichi site, Tottori Prefecture, Japan, are very
important because human remains are rare in the San-in area. These remains are also important
for understanding the origins and development of the Japanese people. We divided the Yayoi
people in San-in into two groups, Tottori and Shimane, and collected data on cranial and tooth
crown measurements for use in analysis comparing the characteristics of Yayoi people in the
San-in area with those in other areas. From cranial measurements, we obtained values for a
discriminant function to distinguish between North Kyushu and Yamaguchi Yayoi, and examined
the similarities between Yayoi people in the San-in area and those in North Kyushu and
Yamaguchi. We measured the dental crowns of Yayoi people in San-in and determined whether
they could be classified as Jomon native type or Yayoi immigrant type. The results from the
cranium discriminant function showed that Yayoi people in Tottori and Shimane were more
similar to Yayoi people in Yamaguchi than to those in North Kyushu. Analysis of dental crown
measurements showed that Yayoi people in Tottori can be classified as Yayoi immigrant type,
whereas Yayoi people in Shimane can be partly classified as Jomon native type.
(Accepted on October 22, 2014)
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