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The sustainable forest management and its utilization is a key issue in forest policy debate. The
realization of the diverse functions of forest from its utility value as good as well as its importance in
protecting the whole environment. The public service which forest provides has been valued in the
recent than in the past. However, in the past, the multiple environmental services has rarely realized
by policy maker that resulted to different environmental problems. Particularly in the developing
countries, forest possesses complex livelihood-environmental nexus. Due to its multiple function and
communal consumption the management of forest as private property has become less sensitive to
public services. This emphasized on the collaborative management of forest resources rather than
private alone. This policy has made a big shift in the forestry sector and the environmental aspects has
widely accepted by all related other sectors. In most of the developing countries where forest plays
vital role intern of utility as goods have developed social and/or community forest policy to meet the

both objectives.

Community forestry in Nepal as self-governing natural resources management has been
established since 1978. Most of the program has been successfully implemented and community
forestry policy has become a key frame work for Nepalese forestry sector. Most of the national forest

that had nationalize during 1957 have been hand over to the communities. The it has already shown



many impacts on the rural livelihood. As forest is a component of the complex hill farming system, its
role is significantly high in Nepal. How this model impacts on livelihood patterns of people who have
different socio-economic background was of main quarry of the research. To this regards this research
has designed to the study the impacts of community forest on rural livelihoods. The main research
focus were on 1) institutional frame work of Forest Users Groups (FUGs), 2) the households
dependency on community forestry, 3) equity on sharing benefit from the community forestry and 4)

the livelihoods and community forest nexus.

Three research were conducted to achieve the set of objectives. The first was focused on the
policy and the institutional arrangement of community forest, the second was focused on the policy
implementation and its livelihood nexus, and the third was focused on the rural livelihoods and the
impact of community forestry. The first research was based on the literature review and examination
of existing facts. The second and third were based on the household survey with pre-structured
questionnaire. The selection of the area were based on their higher performance for management and
for capitalizing the resources. The location of study were middle mountain of central region (case-1)
of Nepal and middle mountain of western region (case-2). The households in both of the area were

selected based on the random sampling.

The increase in the forest area and forest cover in both area shows that the community managed
forest have better quality than government managed. Among the two cases, case-1 has pine plantation
forest while case-2 has broad leaf forest. The pine plantation has achieving significant cash income
*~ from forest harvest while broad leaf forest in case-2 does not have cash income. However, the pine
forest does not be compatible to the farming and has less preferred by the farm household. The
households in the case-1, desires to replace the pine forest to broad leaf so that they can able to
achieve all of their households forest needs. Meanwhile, the case-2 have higher compatible to the
farming from which farm household have achieving most of the forest resources they need. The higher
income from the livestock also found in case-2. This might be due to higher access to the community
forest. So, the community forest, desired by the household of case-1 also might be the broad leaf forest

as in case-2.

The research concludes that 1) community forestry has playing important role in the peoples'
livelihoods, 2) the farm oriented community forest has higher value to the people than the commercial
type, 3) the community forest reacts differently based on the different livelihood pattern of the rural

people.
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